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Marx xvi, 15.—‘‘And he said unto them, go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 


to every ereature.”’ 





The preaching of the gospel is the or- 
dinary means, which a wise and merciful 
God has been pleased to appoint, for the 
conversion of men to himself. “How 
shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher?” “So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” Rom. x. 14, 17. “For 
the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish, foolishness; but unto us whick are 
saved, it isthe power of God.” 1 Cor. I. 
18. “Being born again, not of corrupti- 
ble seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever.” “And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you.” 1 
Peter, I, 23, 25. 

The result here connected with the 
means, is not effected by any inherent 
power of truth, but by the gracious and 
supernatural influence of the Holy Ghost. 
In the conversion of men, God exerts his 
power,through the instrumentality which 
he has ordained. 

This instrumentality is wisely adapted 
to the nature of man, asa rational, intel- 
ligent, and moral creature. 

There is in the church a standing or- 
der of men, called the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, whose office it is to preach this 
gospel, and administer its appropriate 
and appointed ordinances. 

The text is the commission, granted 
by the Head of the Church, under which 
they act. This is the evidence of their 
authority, derivedimmediately from him- 
self.” ‘As my Father hath sent me, 
even so send [ you.” John xx, 21. 

45 





The command tv preach the gospel 
was not confined to those to whom it 
was immediately given, but extends to 
all whom He, from time to time, calls to 
the work, by his Spirit and Providence. 

It was physically impossible for the 
first preachers of the gospel to cover the 
whole fieid embraced in the commission. 
And the encouraging promise connected 
with the commission as recorded by 
Matthew, shows the command as ex- 
tending to the end of time. “LoTI am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.’ Math. xxvm1, 20. Those 
therefore who are called to the work of 
the ministry, both internaliy and exter- 
nally, and regularly set apart by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the Presbytery, 
are authorised, by this commission, to 

reach the gospel. ‘The field of labour 
is the world. ‘The gospel must be preach- 
ed to the ends of the earth. And if it be 
the duty of ministers to go to the heathen, 
it is the duty of the church to send them: 
for “how shall they preach, except they 
he sent?” Rom. x, 15. The Presbyterian 
Church in this country, has been crimi- 
nally and shamefully negligent of this 
solemn duty. But we hail the establish- 
ment of the “Western Foreign Mission- 
ary Society,” as the dawning ofa bright- 
er day upon our Zion. The question 
has been asked, and may with propriety 
be asked again, may not this guilty 
slumbering Over a positive command, 
be one among other reasons, why God 
has permitted this chureh to be overrun 
and distracted with heresy and faction? 

The text presents two points demand- 
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ing our seriousattention. 1. What is it 
that the ministers of Christ are commis- 
sioned to preach? 2. ‘To whom are they 
commissicned to preach? 

I, What does our commission autho- 
rize us to preach? “Go ye into all the 
world and PREACH THE GosPEL.” ‘The 
word “gospel” signifies “good news,” 
“clad tidings.” It is the history of the 
birth, life, death, resurrection and ascen- 
sion of Jesus Christ. It is the revelation 
of God’s merciful purpose towards sin- 
ners, and of the wonderful plan of re- 
demption, together with the doctrines 
and precepts which our Lord delivered, 
for the edification and government of his 
church. 

The word gospel is sometimes used for 
narration,as “the gospel of Mark.” Being 
a revealtion of grace to sinners it is some- 
times used for the doctrines of grace, as 
in Romans, x1, 28. 

It is called “the gospel of God.” Rom. 
1, 1, because it is a wise and gracious 
constitution of God the Father, for the 
recovery of ruined man. 

It is called “‘the gospel of the grace of 
God” Acts xx, 24, because it proceeds 
from the grace of God, as the moving 
cause of the salvation which it publishes; 
because it portrays and makes manifest 
the distinguishing grace of its author; 
and because it is itself the means of im- 
parting grace to those who receive it in 
the love of it, and submit their hearts 
and lives to its influence and control. It 
is called “the gospel of Christ” Rom. 1, 
16, because Christ is both the author and 
the subject matter of that revelation. It 
is called “the gospel of salvation” Eph. 1, 
13, because it is the publication and the 
offer and the means of salvation to men. 

What then are the doctrines of the 
gospel, which, by our commission, we 
are authorized to preach? 

Whatever was Adam’s condition by 
the fall, he being the public representa- 
tive, and federal head of his posterity, 
is the condition of the race. By break- 
ing the covenant under which he was 
placed, he became obnoxious to the pen- 
alty annexed to the prohibition which 
he violated. He incurred the displeasure 
of God, and was condemned to sufler 
the punishment, with which he had 
threatened the transgression of his law. 
When God withdrew his favour, he like- 
wise withdrew his spirit from Adam, and 
immediately on such withdrawal, spirit- 
ual death ensued. When animal life is 
withdrawn from the human body it cor- 
rupts. Death is but the cessation of life. 
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‘When spiritual life, was forfeited, and 
withdrawn from Adam he became by 
that act,spiritually dead, and consequent- 
ly corrupt. The loss of the image of God, 
which consisted in righteousness and 
true holiness, is not alone descriptive of 
Adam’s state. Being a moral creature, 
he must possess a moral character, and 
therefore was not on!y destitute of holi- 
ness, but averse to it, and positively in- 
clined to allevil.* He became not only 
destitute of love to God, but positively 
inimical tohim. “The earnal mind is 
enmity against God.” The posterity of 
Adam all came into the world in the 
same deplorable and lapsed state, guilty, 
depraved and miserable. They come 
into the world under a broken covenant, 
to which, by representation, they were 
a party. Hence the guilt of Adam’s 
first sin is imputed to each one of the 
fallen race: and each one therefore, is 
born in a state of condemnation. The 
supposed injustice of such a procedure 
on the part of the Divine government, 
has been argued against the truth of it. 
But this is reasoning apriori, on grounds 
that are manifestly untenable. Because 
our finite minds cannot comprehend the 
ways of God, nor discover their consis- 
tency with his attributes, it by no means 
follows that they are therefore not the. 
ways of God. The first point to be set- 
tled is, whether the scriptures in the ob- 
vious meaning of their language, teach 
the doctrine in question, if su, the respon- 
sibility of reconciling it with other known 
truths, rests not upon us, but where it 
can be sustained, on the author of the 
scriptures. It will be remarked that 
nearly the whole argument against the 
doctrine of imputation, is based upon its 
supposed injustice, rather than upon a 
fair examination of the scriptures which 
are said to teach it. ‘Thus the contro- 
versy is shifted from its legitimate field, 
between interpreters of the bible, to a 
position, where their divine author is 
made a party. ‘There we are content to 
leave the disputants, fully persuaded that 
God will successfully vindicate his own 
character and conduct. 

As the race come into the world in a 





* Destitution can never be descriptive of 
moral charactcr. A stone is destitute of holi- 
ness, and if the moral character of an infant con- 
sists in its destitution of holiness, then a stone 
is as mucha moral being as an infant. And 
this indeed is maiutained by some. But there 
is a difference between moral being and moral 
agency. Moral being is descriptive of a race, 
moral agency is a particular stage of develop- 





ment to which the moral being has arrived. 
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state of condemnation, so also, are they 


depraved. Depravity is hereditary, for/to punishment. 


thet which is born of the flesh is flesh. 
Mankind are born with a positive incli- 
nation to sin. 


being in no sense guilty nor obnoxious 
trange exhibition of 
justice this! The efficacy of the atone- 
ment results from its nature, not from its 
appointment merely, as a means of sal- 


The gospel is a revealed plan of sal-|vation. If the efficacy of suffering con- 
vation from the guilt and the pollution|sisted merely in its sovreign appointment, 
of sin. It is distinguished from all other} why was not an inferior being appoint- 
systems of religion by the complete adap-|ed? The Arian and Socician very con- 


tation of its provisions, to the wants and 
necessities of the race. Itisa_ finished 


sistently reply, that Christ is a being in- 
ferior to God. If the efficacy lies in the 


work of infinite love, wisdom and power./appointment why need he endure the 
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, be-|penalty of the law. ‘The Pelagian as 
came incarnate, humbled himself,perfect-}consistently replies, he did not endure it. 
ly obeyed, and painfully suffered the/The nature of the atonement, determin- 
will of his Father, even unto death. Heling as it does its efficiency, determines 


became the substitute of the sinner and 
died in his stead, his sins being imputed 


al soits extent. In the language of Calvin, 
it is sufficient for all, efficient only for 


to his surety. This substitution is not/the elect. 


a substitution of the sufferings he en- 
dured, for those he would have endured, 
had he suffered the penalty of the law. 
This is a substitution but in name. The 


The other branch of salvation as re- 
vealed in the gospel, relates to the work 
of the Holy Ghost. Corruption, inclu- 
ding the dominion and pollution of sin,is 


substitution which the gospel teaches, is}removed by the Spirit of God, regenera- 
a substitution of Christ for the sinner,|ting and sanctifying the soul; and thus 
and of his sufferings for those which the|preparing it for that state of future bliss 


law demanded of the sinner. Not indeed 
that they were eternal, or accompanied 


to which justification graciously entitles 
it. For this wonderful charge or renova- 


by remorse for neither of these were es-|tion, the sinner is dependent entirely on 
sential to the penalty of the law except|the influence of God’s spirit. Helpless in 


when a finite personal sinner endured 


himself, and unable to take one step in 


it. Jesus Christ, because he was an in-|the way of holiness, he must be brought 


finite, divine and holy being, endured|back to God,wholly by the sacred Spirit, 
the real substantial penalty of the law,jor not at all. 


by a suffering limited as to duration, and 
unaccommnanied by remorse. His death 


In the view of these and kindred pre- 
cious doctrines, the sinner must be faith- 


was strictly vicarious. And the righte-|fully warned of his danger, and instruc- 

ousness which he wrought out by his}ted in his duty. The way and the means 

obedience, both preceptive and penal, is|of salvation must be clearly mont out 
i 


graciously imputed to the believer, whojto him. The obligation o 


immediate 


receives it by faith, and who, by a fideu-jrepentance, and the guilt of a moments 
cial recumbance, relies upon it for com-idelay, must be pressed upon his cone 
plete justification, including both pardon|science. 


and acceptance. ‘The doctrine of impu- 


‘l'‘hose who are elected to eternal life, 


tation including the imputation of Adam’s|and effectually called by the Holy Ghost, 
sin to his posterity, of the believer’s sins/shall be kept through faith unto salva- 
to Christ, and of his righteousness to the|tion, and thus persevere to the end. The 


believer, isa doctrine plainly taught in 
the sacred scriptures, Whatever ob- 
jections are raised against the name, the 
thing is taught in the bible; and is found- 
ed ona principle, which is acknowledged 


promises and consolations of the gospel, 
should be dispersed to the flock of Christ, 
according to their necessities and circum- 
stances. ‘The indispensable requisition 
of good works, and a holy life, as the 


in the transaction of all business by del-|fruits of repentance and the evidence of 


egation and representation, and indeed, 


faith, and the obedience of love, must be 


to some extent, pervades all the ramifi-jdistinctly held up to the view of the 


cation of social intercourse. 


people, and constantly impressed upon 


The atonement of Christ is a real bona|their hearts. 


fide atonement, securing infallibly the 
salvation of those for whom it was made. 
{tis nota solemn show or pantomine, 
exhibiting the justice of God, by the in 
fliction of the severest torments upon a 


This is indeed but an imperfect sum- 
mary of that gospel, which by our com- 
mission we are authorized and command- 
ed to preach. Nor are we at liberty to 
hold back the truth; nor shun to declare 
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the whole counsel of God. An‘awful woe 
is denounced against the man who shal: 
add to, or take from the words of the 
book of God. And “though we or an 
angel from heaven preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
As we said before so say | now again, if 
any man preach any other gospel unto 
oe than that ye have received, let him 

accursed. For do I now persuade 
men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? 
For if I yet pleased men, I should not be 
theservantof,Christ. But [ certity you, 
brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man: for I 
neither received it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” Gall. 1. 8, 12, 

II. The second point presented in the 
text, is, to whom does our commission 
authorize us to preach this gospel? 

This enquiry is briefly answered in 
the text. “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach my gospel to EVERY CREATURE. 
I'he duty here imposed on the Church, 
of sending this gospel to the heathen, is 
distinctly taught, and we can not be 
guiltless, so long as we neglect to dis- 
charge it. We are authorized to offer 
salvation, to all with whom we meet,and 
to enjoin upon them the duty of repen- 
tance and faith, without respect to per- 
sons. Hitherto the provision fur salva- 
tion was confived, in its offer and pub- 
lication, to the Jewish Church; but now 
that the partition wall has been broken 
down, we are required to preach the gos- 
- to Jews and Gentiles, to bond and 
ree. Objections indeed have been raised 
on the ground of a supposed inconsisten- 
cy between the doctrines of the gospel, 
as set forth in this discourse,and a sincere 
offer of that gospel to all. 

I. If the atonement be limited as to its 
design and application, how can it be 
honestly and in good faith, offered to 
every creature? This apparent difficulty 
has greatly perplexed some honest minds, 
who though inclined to the views above 
expressed, by the superior weight and 
character of the testimony in favour of 
their correctness,have nevertheless yield- 
ed to the influence of this seeing incon- 
gruity, and of the fancied dilemma from 
which they seek to escape, and have 
abandoned the truth as taught in the 
gospel, in order to base their universal 
offer of salvation, on the general and in- 
definite provision of it for all. The sup- 

difficulty now under consideration 
is by no means confined to the docirine 
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of a limited attonement, but as really be- 
longs to the doctrine of divine decrees. 

There is indeed this difference: the 
difficulty in the latter case is removed 
one step farther back, but is still not out 
of sight, and can therefore be as readily 
discovered by an observing mind, The 
Arminian twits the believer in election 
with the very same question. Imfonly a 
certain definite number is elected to sal- 
vation, with what consistency or since- 
rity can you offer that salvation toall? Let 
those who reject the doctrine of a definite 
atonement on this ground, satisfactorily 
auswer the question of the Arminian,and 
he will have furnished us with an answer 
to hisown. But nosuch difficulty really 
exists except in the imagination. We ap- 
prehend that the true ground ofa gener- 
al offer of the gospel is,by those who feel 
the difficulty, entirely lost sight of. The 
COMMISSION is the only legitimate ground 
of such an offer. To this we are to look, 
and not to the doctrines which we are 
authorized to preach. If there be an in- 
consistency, it is not between the doc- 
trines and the ofler, but between the 
commission and the doctrines. 'The same 
authority that commissions us to “preach 
the gospel to EVERY CREATURE.” also 
commissions us to preach the doctrine of 
a limited atonement. The difficulty 
arises from the limited comprehension of 
a finite mind. [ preach the gospel to 
“every creature” under the sound of my 
voice, not in the view of any particular 
doctrines, but in the view of my com- 
mission, and because I am commanded 
so todo. The preachinggof the gospel 
to all is to be regarded as the means 
which God employs to save those for 
whom Christ died. 

2. Butlet us notice the Arminian ob- 
jection, which rests on the same founda- 
tion. He supposes that the doctrine of 
election furnishes the sinner with an 
unanswerable excuse. Let the following 
dialogue both illustrate and obviate the 
difficulty. 

Minister —God commands you to re- 
pent ofsin, and believe the gospel of his 
son. 

Sinner.—If I am elected to be saved I 
will be saved, let me do what I will; and 
iff am not elected, I shall be damned, let 
me do what I can. 

Minister.—Hold! I will convict you 
fo insincerity and dishonesty in making 
this excuse for not seeking God. Do 
you believe in the doctrine of election? 

Sinner.— Noll believe it to be a dam- 
nable doctrine. 
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Minister.—T hen if it be false, it can 
afford you no excuse for neglect of the 
duty enjoined. 

Sinner.-—-lhat is true,but the doctrine 
may be taught in the scriptures; what 
then’ Am I not in that case excusable? 

Minister.—No, for unless you believe 
the doctrine to be true, it cannot be the 
true reason why you refuse to seek God. 
But suppose you believe it to be divinely 
inspired, are you prepared tu say that 
God has revealed a truth which furnishes 
sinners with a valid excuse for continu- 
ing in sin? 

Simner.—No, that were blasphemy, 
and contrary to the whole tenor of the 
bible, as well as to the character of God. 

Minister.— What then has become of 
vour excuse? Believe the doctrine of 
election or not, it affords you no valid 
excuse, according to your own showing. 

Sinner—To be candid, sir, I will say 
that I referred to the doctrine as a mere 
excuse, and as an expedient to quiet my 
conscience, and to stop your mouth. 

Minister.—Then | have fulfilled my 
promise, and convicted you of insincerity 
in making the excuse. [tis one which 
you would not dare to offer at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. Ifthe doctrine be 
not true, you dishonestly use it as a pre- 
text, which you know to be unavailing. 
If it be true, it is an awful abuse of God’s 
word, by throwing it in the face of God, 
when he commands you to repent. Wrest 
not the scripture thus to yourown de- 
struction. 

The above conversation was once ac- 
tually held by the writer, and resulted in 
the conviction of the sinner, that he was 
at least without this excuse. 

Secret things belong unto God; and 
the doctrine of decrees, though a reveal- 
ed truth,is not a rule of duty. The obli- 
gation of every sinner, with or without 
reference to this doctrine, is immediately 
to repent and believe in Jesus Christ 
with faith unfeigned. 

8. Here we are met with the last ob- 
jection which we shall notice. 

If the sinner be unable to repent and 
believe, as is taught in this discourse, 
with what justice can he be commanded 
to repent and believe? The sinner’s ina- 
bility flows from sin, and is itself sinful. 
A man’s sinfulness cannot take away 
God’s right to command him. The law 
of God is immutable. The state and 
condition of the sinner is not so. ‘The 
law cannot change with the changes in 
a man’s condition. Man becomes unable 
to obey through his own sinfulness; the 


law remains unaltered. 

It isysaid that to command sinners to do 
what it is known they are unable to do, 
is both unjust and incongruous. 

In time of war the state commands 
every man,above a certain age, to shoul- 
der his musket, and repair to the field of 
battle. One thus ordered, voluntarily 
maims himself, and becomes unable to 
perform duty. The claim of the law 1s 
not on that account waived, but the 
penalty is enforced. No one complains 
of injustice here. Yet the fountain of all 
justice is impeached because of a similar 
procedure. It is said that {this doctrine 
represents God as calling on the tombs 
to give up their deposit. Christ and 
his apostles did command dead_ bodies 
to arise. And they did arise! How un- 
meaning and incongruous such a com- 
mand! But the fact is undeniable. ‘The 
controversy then is with God, not with 
those who interpret his word. Nay, but 
O man! whoart thou that repliest againt 
God. 

When the inability ofa sinner is com- 
pared to that of a dead body, it is not 
meant that it is the same in kind, but in 
reality and degree. It is said that sin- 
ners are fiurnished by this doctrine with 
an adequate excuse. Let us try this ex- 
cuse by the touchstone of truth, and it 
will be found as those already examined, 
What sinner, who thus excuses himself, 
really does all that we acknowledge he 
can do, to save his soul? Not one. Until 
he has .done all he can, with what sin- 
cerity can he excuse himself, on the 
score of inability? Whatever the sinner 
may say, he knows that he is insincere, 
land his conscience convicts him of dis- 
honesty in offering such an excuse. I will 
listen to no such excuse, till he has done 
what he can. Then J will meet him on 
another ground: which is that no sinner 
is ever convinced of his inability until he 
is brought, by the Spirit of God, in that 
state of mind, in which he will not offer 
it as an excuse. When truly acquainted 
with his helplessness, he is the least dis- 
posed to make it an excuse. Instead of 
deriving ease of conscience from that 
conviction, like Peter in the waves, he 
will’cry “Lord save or I perish.” Until 
thus convinced, he belies his conscience 
when he pleads his inability. Until such 
conviction, he believes he is able to re- 
pent, and therefore defers it toa more 
convenient season. So far from persua- 
ding sinners that they are able to repent, 
I aim to convince them of their utter 





helplessness, and until I succeed in this, I 
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have but little hope of their salvation. It 
may be laid down as an axiom, that no 
sinner is truly convicted of his inability, 
so long as he continues to plead it as an 
excuse. Until a sinner is convinced of 
his entire helplessness, it is an unwilling- 
ness to come to Christ that keeps him at 
a distance; hence Christ said “Ye will 
not come unto me,” &c. This was 
the very obstacle of which they were 
conscious. ‘The practical difficulty in the 
case Of a sinner isa wantof will. But 
when made willing in the day of God’s 
power, and in essaying to believe, he he- 
comes sensible of his inability and cries 
mightily to God for help. But will he 
then plead it as an excuse? Never. 

A sinner’s inability therefore is a doc- 
trine which I conceive to be perfectly 
consistent with a general and indiscrimi- 
nate offer of the gospe!, on its prescribed 
terms. 

The truth is that sinners would sel- 
dom or never frame such excuses, if they 
were not put into their mouths by those 
who oppose the doctrines;which are sup- 
posed to furnish them. These excuses 
for sinners are intended as arguments 
against the doctrine. How many souls 
have been thus ruined, let those answer 
who have administered the poison. 

When ever we are engaged in build- 
ing up the cause of God, we are prone 
to use untempered mortar. Because our 
finite minds cannot always connect the 
end with the very simple means which 
God is pleased to employ, we are apt to 
distrust their appropriateness, and to sub- 
stitute those which our own wisdom may 
suggest. We sometimes lose sight of 
the fact, that the efficiency is not in the 
means, but in Him who has been pleased 
to ordain them; and loosing sight of this, 
we trust in an arm of flesh, and forget 
that it is by the foolishness of preaching 
that God is pleased to convert men. Let 
us preach the gospel in the exercise of a 
strong faith, in God, and with a more 
confident reliance upon his power and 
faithfulness. Let us diligently perform 
that part of the great work which has 
been committed to our hands, and trust 
in God for the full accomplishment of his 
Own gracious purposes. 

Upon sinners let us constantly press 
the obligation of immediate repentance. 
Let'us keep before their minds their duty 
and their danger. They are in the hands 
of an angry God, who expostulates while 
he threatens, and woos while he warns. 
Let us declare to them the whole coun- 
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sel of God, and seek to move them by 
every scriptural consideration. 

And while we thus teach, exhort and 
persuade,let us remember that Paul may 
plant, and Apollos water, but God 
giveth the increase. 

To Him, then, Jet our waiting, sup- 
plicating eyes be directed, for that effi- 
ciency and blessing, which alone can 
crown our labours with success, Then 
and not till then, may we hope to see 
the work of the Lord prospering in our 
hands, May the Lord give us all wis- 
dom and grace from on high, that at 
last we may be welcomed as good and 
faithful servants. Amen! 
| 


A VISIT TO THE BALTIMORE 
CATHEDRAL. 


Most strangers who visit Baltimore, 
are conducted to the Cathedral as one of 
our principal shows. It is a large gray 
stone edifice in the shape of a cross—~ 
built in rather an antique style, and 
situated on the highestelevation perhaps 
in the city. It was built in great - by 
funds raised by lottery; a mode of gam- 
bling so little disapproved of by the Papal 
Ecclesiasticks of Maryland, that Priest 
McIlroy of Frederick had _ influence 
enough to get the last legislature of this 
state, to grant him a Lottery to aid in 
the erection of the Cathedral in that city, 
at the very moment, that the same body 
were wisely and diligently occupied in 
labours to suppress lottery gambling en- 
tirely in this commonwealth. The foreign 
friends of “our catholic brethren”—are 
supposed to have furnished the remain- 
ing funds in chief part; as they have also, 
many of the decorations of the building. 
Upon the whole it is a very fine edifice; 
spacious and imposing;durable and noble. 
We rejoice to look forward with confi- 
dent hope to the day, when it will be 
purged ofall its present fooleries,—and 
cleansed of its present occupants, and 
when the pure word of life will have free 
course there, in the labours and instruc- 
tions of the true followers of the Lamb. 

Visitors usually enter the building at 
the west door; that is, at the part of the 
building representing the lower end of 
the cross. Here is a spacious outer en- 
trance; then ajnarrow passage across the 
building—then doors fronting the outer 
entrance, which open into the high and 
capacious church itself. On the side of 
two of the doors, stand two marble vases 
on pedestals, containing water mixed 





with salt and oil, called holy water, and 
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used by the faithful, in their own way. It 
is a pity some of them, do not use it, or 
a more common water, more freely and 
effectually than they do. Near these 
vases and in other parts of the room are 
small boxes to receive money; labelled 
“for the poor’—-‘for the sanctuary’ — 
‘for the free schools,’ &c.—'There are 
also two figures, about as large as life, 
representing angels, apparently a male 
and a female,—one pointing up the main 
isle to the grand altar, with a few words 
written on a scroll; the other holding a 
naked sword, with a label, threatening 
God’s wrath on any who violate his 
temple—meaning as we suppose, that 
one especially. ‘There are many similar 
things,which we shall omit. Our purpase 
being only to note a very few of those 
that struck us, on this our fifth—or sixth 
visit to this spectacle; the more by token, 
we remember, that every time we enter- 
ed except during public worship, we 
had money to pay. Rome doesnothing, 
not even pardon sin—without getting 
regular pay for it. The souls and bodies 
of men, as the Apostle John tells us, are 
equally and alike “merchandise” to her. 


Paintings. 


These are probably the great attrac- 
tion of the house. On the right hand of 
the main entrance is a very large paint- 
ing representing the scene immediately 
following the crucifixion. It was a 
present from Louis XVIII of France; so- 
licited, as is recorded on the margin of 
the frame, by Count De Mennu. ‘The 
canvass contains eight or nine figures, 
besides that of the Saviour; all as large 
as life. ‘The work is from the pencil of 
Paul Guerin. In some respects it is a 
very fine painting. Upon the whole we 
think inferior in expresion to that of An- 
nabal Carracci representing the same 
scene; tho’ with fewer figures. In this, 
the shading of the human countenances, 
is too dark: the faces themselves are 
lacking in proper expression; and the 
figure representing the Mother of Jesus, 
is peculiarly defective, in beauty, majes- 
ty, and grace. But the drapery, the 
inanimate part of the werk is managed 
with very great skill and power. Upon 
the whole, it may be called a fine pain- 
ting, and is the peculiar attraction of the 
place. There isone dark looking female 
figure embracing the cross, and kissing 
it, tho’ Jesus himself lay near her. Apt 
emblem, of the entire superstition! In 
the very presence, and name of Jesus, 
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every thing is worshipped, but Christ 
himself!— 

Corresponding to this painting, on the 
opposite side of this end of the room,is a 
painting, representing a knight in full 
and shining armour, attended by several 
monks—burying the naked body of a 
man. It is a painting of St. Louis, says 
the old lady who acts as guide on these 
occasions. It is a scene, of the times of the 
Crusades.—It is a present from Charles 
X of France &c. &c. It is a most con- 
temptible painting, we add. And as we 
turned from it, we asked ourselves, is it 
possible that these priests, are so devoid 
both of prudence and shame as to hang 
up such evidences as this of their real 
feelings? St. Louis, and the Crusades, 
and Charles X! Are they really so in- 
sane, as to present themselves before the 
public, as the friends, advocates, eleves 
of such men and suchevents! Very well, 
people will open their eyes by and by. 

There are a number of other paintings 
in the room, some of them smail, some of 
tolerable size. ‘The greater part repre- 
senting absurd legends of the church; 
some few scripture pieces:—all, nearly 
without exception, wretched and con- 
temptible as works of art. We will not 
except, even a painting of the Saviour 


|hanging over the main entrance as large 


as life, and apparently an imitation of the 
figure of Christ in Dominichino’s great 
picture of the bearing of the cross. 


Altars. 


Ascending the room from west to east, 
there are three aisles, extending its entire 
length, and terminating at the upper end 
of it,before the altars, of which there are 
three. The great altar is in the centre, 
having under its upper edge, this inscrip- 
tion, Altare privilegiatum concessione 
Pu VII. 1822; we quote from memory, 
but the English is, 2 privileged altar, 
by permission of Pius VII. What is 
meant by a privileged altar, we will 
discuss at a future time. What right Pius 
VII had, to give or withhold all or any 
of the privileges of the religion of Jesus, 
let his satellites explain. What authority 
any foreign despot has to prescribe rules 
temporal or spiritual to the citizens of 
this republic, is matter of just reflection 
to themselves. It is a privileged altar; 
whether those on the right and left of it 
are equally so,does not appear. All three 
of them are constructed of various co- 
loured marble,—and they are about, per- 
haps four feet high, and eight or ten 





long; the centre one, the largest and the 
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others standing twenty or thirty feet from 
it,and facing obliquely inward. Between 
the main altar and the one north of it is 
the archbishop’s seat; corresponding to it 
on the other side, is the pulpit. Qn the 
back of the archbishop’s seat,and on the 
central altar, is the large cypher A. M. 


which under the archipiscopal coat of 


arms is written in full Auspice Maria,— 
that is, Be graczous Mary! Or it may be, 
they are the initials of the angelic saiuta- 
tion so much used by them: ve Maria 
Hail Mary &c 

All these altars, this edifice—the ec- 
clesiasticks who officiate here,all in short, 
it thus appears, are devoted to the wor- 
ship, and care of a pious Jewish female, 
who about eighteen centuries ago after 
fulfilling her singular and glorious destiny 
in this world, returned again, as to her 
mortal part, to the earth as it was,—and 
as to her soul, to the God who gave it. 
Whether there are any relicks of saints 
in, or under these altars we are not in- 
formed. We saw what we were told were 
the graves of the former archbishops, 
which seemed as far as we could judge 
in utter darkness, and under ground, to 
be under the two side. altars, Perhaps 
we are by and by to have American 
saints, and provision is making by de- 
positing their relicks under altars. The 
Council of Trent, in its last session, (on 
the first day of it) decreed anew that such 
things should be, and that all should be 
damned who denied it. And yet we 
venture,to beseech of God, that no Amer- 
ican papist,may even be corrupt, debased 
and infamous enough during his life, to 
be esteemed by Rome, worthy of being 
a saint in her calender,“after his death. 
However this may be, we are author- 
ized by our aforesaid Cicerone, to say 
that the concecrated wafer, which the 
priest by saying Hoc est Corpus (from 
which is unquestionably derived the 
name and art Hocus pocus) changed into 
the body, blood, soul and divinity of the 
Lord Jesus—-is kept constantly on all of 
these altars,to be visited and worshipped, 
by all true papists. That is to say,if they 
speak true,there are three separate places 
in that house,—in which the one Jesus, 
exists, whole and entire,—and above all, 
in the appearance of a piece of cake! 
Alas! Alas!Are these thy Gods Oh! Israel? 


The Confessional. 


The present Archbishop, for reasons 
but known to himself, has had two con- 
fessionals erected in the body of the 
church, abuut two thirds down; one on 
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each side near the north and south wall, 
There a space is railed off, perhaps ten 
hy twenty feet, in one side of which is 
erected an affair not unlike three centry 
boxes in a row, with a vacant space in 
front. In this space, the faithful, come 
early in the morning, and kneel while the 
priest celebrates mass (that is according 
to his own belief—-while he creates and 
then crucifies Christ.) This is done 
every morning by the priest fasting. 
When he is thro’, the Confessionals are 
are so arranged that he can from the al- 
tar, see if any are kneeling inthem. If 
there are, he enters the middle box, and 
a penitent, each of the end boxes. He 
opens a grate, asks all sorts of indecent 
and shocking questions;makes all manner 
of evil and sinful suggestions to the peni- 
tent;—possesses himself of all manner of 
information about all possible things and 
persons, likely to aid all his future 
schemes good or bad;—and declares with 
the unerring assurance of the Spirit of 
God the penance and the pardon. The 
poor deluded women, (men very seldom 
go,) depart worse than they came; and 
the Vicar of the Bishop, who is vicar for 
the Pope, who is vicar for God, turns 
round, opens another grate, and renews 
the process, to another prostrate victim. 
They all kneel to the priest, when they 
confess. Now we have two words to 
say. ‘The first is, to inform the papists 
that their priests require of them what 
they themselves never do. ‘The priests 
never make any other than mere gener- 
al confessions! Catch them indeed con- 
fessing their secret doings.—The second 
is this; with all reverence, we beseech 
any really modest female, to tell us how 
she can look into the confiding face of 
an affectionate husband, or lover, after 
having told a foulmouthed and imperti- 
nent catechist,every evil thought,that had 
passed thro’ her own heart! Reader, look 
over the questions put in confession,--vou 
will find them in all Catholic books of 
devotion,—and then look at your wife, 
your mother, your sister, your affianced 
bride answering them on their knees,and 
then open the curtain of the confessional 
and behold the self complacant bon vi- 
vant, who asks them! Do this, and our 
object is gained. 


The Vaults. 


The Vaults! what of them? Ah! we 
have been actually, and bona fide, down 
one flight of the subterraneous apart- 
ments under the Cathedral. And that 





oo, in the guidance of the said, very re- 
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spectable and most voluble old lady, 
who is so polite and communicative to 
all visitors. We had often and over, 
heard that she had threatened if she ever 
got us there, to turn bolt and ward upon 
us. Letus try her, thoughtwe. Many 
an anonymous friend had hinted to us, 
of these cells; let us see them said we. 
But we have not seenthem. The old 
lady vows there are none. She declared 
she had shown us all. ‘There was no- 
thing more to be seen. We will tell what 
we did see, or rather feel;—and we will 
express our conjectures as to the rest. 

We had no light. We suggested a 
hint about the vaults. ‘The Cicerone 
insisted on our descending into ail that 
existed. We descended, accompanied 
by one friend. ‘The entrance lay through 
a trap door, near the main door of the 
building, at the westend. We descend- 
eda flight of steps,turned to the right,and 
rapidly passed along the entire extent of 
the immense edifice, in almost total dark- 
ness. Here said our guide, diverging to 
the left, and guided by a ray of light en- 
tering through a loop hole in the wall, 
are the graves of the two first archbi- 
shops, Carroll and Mareschall. And 
there, she added, passing rapidly, by a 
circuitous route, to the opposite corner 
of that end of the building, is the grave 
of the late archbishop Whitfield. ‘The 
two former seemed to be under the altar 
at the north east angle, the latter under 
that, at the south east angle of the room 
above. This is conjecture only ,madeupon 
the spot, and by the localities. For it was 
nearly total darkness—all the time; in 
short, the guide herself got lost, for a 
moment, on our return, amid the maze of 
arches, and the accumulation of what 
she called rubbish. And is this all? She 
solemnly affirmed it. [s this the founda- 
tion of the house? She unequivocally de- 
clared it was? Now with due deference 
to a lady’s word, we think otherwise; 
and we tell why. 

First. ‘The rubbish, is nothing more 
than fine sand; such as exists, at very 
considerable depths, in this region. Itis 
in all likelihood, the sand dug out of 
the second and third stories under ground 
and not yet removed: left perhaps ex- 
pressly as a blind. 

2. The floor of the apartment we 
were in, is but little depressed below the 
surface of the earth. We saw the loop 
holes, on the sides of the house, through 
which light entered: they were nearly on 
a level with our face. Besides, we des- 
cended just about as many steps, as we 
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ascend on the outside to enter the house. 
The mass of sand in this apartment, 
we should suppose, a hundred times as 
great as it should be, if the account 
given be true. Indeed there would in 
that case be almost none. ; 

8. ‘The depth of the arches as shown, 
by our being obliged to stoop as we pass- 
ed under them, compared with their 
span, demonstrates that their founda- 
tions are far below. A fact corrobora- 
ted by the mass sustained by them, es- 
pecially those under the stupendous 
dome,which occupies all the centre of the 
edifice. What puts this past doubt is the 
fact that the plan of the building, drawn 
by the late Mr. Latrobe,is expressly de- 
clared by those who have seen it, to ex- 
hibit feo rows of arches; one on the top 
ofthe other. ‘There is therefore, contra- 
ry to what is declared, arches and apart- 
ments below those shown as the only 
ones. And as ‘the sand must have all 
been removed, before the bottom one of 
those two courses of arches could be 
erected; the probability is, that the sand 
now in the upper subterraneous room 
came from the third or even the fourth 
story under ground. 

Let any man compare what is now 
doing to lay a good foundation for the 
new Custom house im Gay street, with 
the single row of arches exhibited as all, 
at the Cathedral, and he will have sen- 
sible demonstration of the falsehood. 

4, ‘That part of the first story under 
the church which lies immediately under 
the portions constituting the wings, or 
transverse of the cross, was in total dark- 
ness—the loop holes hid, and no access 
to it apparent, amid the mass of sand. 
These portions are perhaps, each from 
thirty to fifty feet square. Under them, 
we judge the steps and landing places 
to be. In them lies the access to the 
regions below, in all probability connec- 
ting with others, at the east end of the 
building; and by subterraneous passages: 
with the archipiscopal residence which is: 
situated just next to the Cathedral. 

5. Upon striking violently on the 
floor with a small stiff walking stick, it 
appeared to us that where the sand-seem- 
ed most shallow the stick met with most 
resistance; which is the reverse of what 
would be true, if there were nothing but 
sand. We are sure,that under portions of 
the sand,the cane came im eontact with 
solid substances; we believe, a pavement. 

6. It isa fact perfeetly notorious in 
this city, that when the foundation of 
this edifice was constructing, the whole 
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of it was boarded up, with high planks, 
with the words “NO ADMITTANCE,” pla- 
carded onthem. It is equally notorious, 
that hundreds of persons, are now alive, 
who were boys here at that time, and 
who with the curiosity and ingenuity 
universal at their age, saw more that 
was behind those boards than was in- 
tended for eyes profane; and that they 
unanimously testify to the immensity of 
the excavations then made there. How 
then came the place filled up now? 
And with such peculiar materials? And 
the plain facts,which are hard to be hon- 
estly accounted for, denied? 

7. Hundreds of people in this state 
and especially in this city and in Harford 
county, well knew a man, by the name 
of Foley, now dead--who repeatedly 
declared (when drunk) that he had been 
confined himself, in the dungeons of the 
Cathedral: and all the corresponding cir- 
cumstances, such as the man’s sudden 
disappearance, and return, length of ab- 
sence, disposition to abandon his religion 
&c., confirmed his story. This was pub- 
lished in a former number of our maga- 
zine, and remains undenied. 

8. Formerly it was admitted by the 
Catholics here, that there were cells of 
some kind under the Cathedral; and the 
fact explained sometimes by saying they 
were intended for vaults to bury the 
dead priests in; at others, by calling it a 
wine cellar. Now it is denied that there 
are cells at all!—-which are we expected 
to believe? 

9. Itis the universal custom of Pa- 
pists in all countries to have subterrane- 
ous apartments, under their principal edi- 
fices. There is a subterraneous chapel 
uj at St. Mary’s Seminary in this city, 
in common use. The presumption is 
therefore in favour of such apartments 
being constructed under the Cathedral 
in the absence of all proof; but with con- 
curring proof,it becomes violent. 

10. In all places where the civil laws 
permit, this superstition punishes men 
and women, with stripes, imprisonment 
and death, for religious error. They 
need therefore places of discipline con- 
finement, and death. They have them 
in other countries. ‘They have here 
every other part of theirsvstem. Their 

»ypes and councils pronounce this part 
indispensable. Why then should this 
part not exist? It is most probable it 
does, even if all direct proof were want 
ing. When direct proof, conducing w 
this end is offered the presumption is in- 
finitely strengthened. When facts ca- 
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pable of no possible explanation, except 
on this supposition, croud upon us, it 
is the work of folly to discredit their 
teachings, 

On the whole,we have no hesitation in 
expressing our belief that most of the 
principal edifices of the Papists, in this 
country are provided with subterranean 
and other places of secret confinement 
and punishment. So decided is our belief 
of this fact that we will risk two propo- 
sals on it. 

The first is, to our enemies. If per- 
mission 18 granted us by the Archbishop 
and the ‘I’rustees of the Cathedral to 
make a thorough search, we will under- 
take it; and:at the end of it, we will 
trankly and fairly publish the progress 
and result of it; let it end as it may, 

The second is to our friends. If we 
suddenly disappear,—as our lives have 
been over and over again, threatened, 
we request that the foundations of all 
the principal Catholic establishments in 
this country may be thoroughly examin- 
ed and searched for us. We do not re- 
gard the threats of death; it would, we 
sometimes hope, be the greatest of favors 
tous. But the long midnight of a living 
death, with all the fierce array of torture, 
starvation, parching thirst, incessant 
mockings and scourgings, such as men 
of the same religion, and same spirit, 
governed by the same feelings and the 
same morality with those who denounce 
us, have inflicted on better men than we 
are,for the very things that we are daily 
doing; these are things we would avoid, 
if such were the will of God. 


UNIVERSALISM. 
For the Baltimore Literary and Religious 
Magazine. 

Messrs. Epirors:— 

Tue doctrine of Universalism which 
some persons are sedulously labouring 
to palm upon mankind for the essence 
and purity of the gospel of Christ is an 
invention of the spirit of darkness, well 
calculated to promote licentious princi- 
ciples, immoral conduct and consequent- 
ly the endless ruin of thousands. It is 
admirably adapted to the capacitv,views 
and circumstances of the libertine, the 
drunkard, and the profane of every 
grade in society; as it lays no restric 
tions upon them with regard to the gra- 
tification of the carnal mind, but promi- 
ses endless happiness to all indiscrimi- 
nately. Many loose and thoughtless 
characters afterembracing this doctrine, 











saw its immoral influence on society and 
its repugnance to the truth and justice of 
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God, and then renounced it as they 
would reject the most destructive pesti- 
lence. Any person who will carefully 
examine the holy scriptures will see it 
has no foundation in truth, ‘The word 
Gehenna,which was used by our Saviour 
to signify the punishment of the wicked, 
if properly examined will prove incon. 
testably the endless duration of future 
misery. 

The term Gehenna according to Park- 
hurst, is a corruption of the two Hebrew 
words Ghi, a valey, and Hinnom, the 
name of a person who was once the 
possessor of it. This valley of Hinnom, 
lay near Jerusalem, and had been the 
place of those abominable sacrifices in 
which the idolatrous Jews burned their 
children alive to Molech. A particular 
place in this valley was called Tophet, 
from the fire-stove, in which they burn- 
ed their children to the idol. From this 
valley’s having been the scene of those 
infernal sacrifices, and probably too from 
its conunuing after the time of king 
Jostah’s reformation a place of abomina- 
ble filthiness and pollution, the Jews in 
our Saviour’s time used the compound 
word Gehenna for hell, the place of the 
damned, ‘This appears from that word 
being thus applied by the Chaldee ‘Tar- 
her on Ruth ii, 12; Psal. exl. 12. 

saiah xxvi; 15, xxxili, 14,and by the Je- 

rusalem Targum, and that of Jonathan 
Ben Uzziel,on Gen. iii, 24; xv, 17. In 
the New Testament Gehenna tou puros. 
A Gehenna of fire, Matth. v, 22. does, I 
apprehend, in its outward and primary 
sense, relate to that dreadful doom of 
being burned alive in the valley of Hin- 
nam; though this as well as the other 
degrees of punishment mentioned in the 
context, must as Doddridge has remark- 
ed, be ultimately referred to the invisible 
world, and to the future vengeance of an 
offended God. 

To this account of Gehenna agrees 
the definition given by Greenfield in his 
Lexicon. [Ele remarks that Gehenna is 
from two Hebrew words which signify 
the valley of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem, 
once celebrated for the horrid worship of 
Molech and afterwards polluted with 
every species of filth, as well as the car 
cases of animals, and dead bodies of mal- 
efactors; to consume which, in order to 
avert the pestilence which such a mass of 
corruption would occasion, constant fires 
were kept burning; hence hell, the fires 
of Tartarus, the place of punishment in 

ades. ‘I'he celebrated Campbell, in his 
preliminary dissertations, says, “That 





Gehenna is employed in the New Testa- 
ment to denote the place of future pun- 
ishment, prepared for the devil and his 
angels is indisputable. We do not find 
this place mentioned in this manuer in 
the Old Testament. ‘The word does 
not occur in the Septuagint. Itis not a 
Greek word, consequently not to be 
found in the Greek classics. It oecurs 
in the Greek Testament twelve times. 
[In ten of these there can be no doubt: 
in the other two the expression is figu- 
rative, but searcely will admit 2 question 
that the figure is taken from the state of 
misery that awaits the impenitent. Whios 


‘gehennes, a child of hell, is equivalent 


in signification, with the expressions 
whios diabolou, son of the devil, whios 
apolias, son of perdition. In the other 
passage, “set on fire of hell,” the mean- 
ing is evident. ‘‘hese two cannot be 
considered as exceptions, it being the 
manifest intention of the writers in both 
to draw an illustration of the subject from 
that state of perfect wretchedness, 

The word Gehenna is uniformly trans- 
lated hell throughout the New Testa- 
ment. ‘The following are all the places 
where the word occurs: 

Matth. v. 22. Whosoever shall say 
thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
(Gekenna tou puros.) 

Matth. v.29. And if thy right eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee; for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not 
that thy whole body should be cast into 
hell. (ets gehennan.) 

Matth. x. 28. And fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul: but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. (en gehenne) 

Matth. xviii. 9. And if thine eye of- 
fend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee: it is better for thee to®’enter into life 
with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes, to be cast into hell-fire. (eis den ge- 
hennan tou puros.) 

Matth. xxiii. 15. Woe unto you, 
scribes and pharisees, hypocrites; for ye 
compass sea and land to make one pros- 
elyte; and when he is made,ye make him 
twofold more the child of hell (whton ge- 
hennes.) than yourselves. 

Matth, xxii. 33. Ye serpents, ye gen- 
erations of vipers! how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell. (tes kriseos tes ge- 
hennes.) 

Mark, ix. 43 And if thy hand offend 
thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to en- 
ter into life maimed, than having two 
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hands to go into hell, into the fire that 
never shall be quenched. (eis ten gehan. 
nan, eis to pur sbennutai. ) 

Mark. ix. 47. And if thine eye offend 
thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one 
eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast 
into hell-fire. (eis ten gehennun tou puros. ) 

Luke, xii, 5. But [ will forwarn you, 
whom ye shall fear: Fear him which, 
after he hath killed, hath power to cast 
into hell. (eis ten gehannan.) 

James, iii, 6. he tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity: so is the tongue among 
our members, that it defileth the whole 
body, and setteth on fire the course of 
nature; and it is set on fire of hell. (tes 
gehennes.) 

The above cited are all the places 
where the word Gehennu is used in the 
New Testament; and they are respect- 
fully submitted to the reader that he may 
examine them, and judge, whether ge- 
henna means the burning of the body in 
the valley at Jerusalem or the punish- 
ment of the wicked in a future state. 

It may be remarked farther concern- 
ing Gehenna that 

1. All the lexicons and dictionaries 
which have come under my ubservation, 
without one solitary exception, explain 
Gehenna in relation to endless misery in 
a future state. 

2, The ‘largums of Jonathan and 
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vears before the birth of our Saviour use 
Gehenna to signifiy the everlasting pun— 
ishment.of the wicked in a future state 
ol existence. 

8. Our blessed Saviour being born 
and educated among Jews, and having 
occasion to use the word in his discour 
ses to Jews, must, necessarily have at- 
tached the same signification to it which 
they did; without this they could not un- 
derstand him. 

4. Justin Martyr, about the year 
150, when instructing the Gentiles in the 
principles of Christianity, explained Ge- 
henna to them so as to signiiy future 
misery, which shews how the primitive 
church understood this word. 

5. Most of the places where this 
word occurs cannot bear any other mean- 
ing than that of future misery, without 
doing the utmost violence to the text; see 
for instance, the place in Luke xn. 5, 
where the punishment alluded to, can- 
not be inflicted by man,but only by God. 
It is to take place after the death of the 
body, and the soul as well as the body 
is to be the subject of it. 

If any man, after a candid examina- 
tion of the scriptures, and particularly 
the meaning and use of this word, will 
say, he believes the doctrine of Univer- 
salism, as now propagated, must be re- 
garded as hypocritical in his profession, 
and destitute of sincerity. 
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From the Taxa Cancellarie Apostolice. 


Tue great mass of the community in 


this country are entirely ignorant of the 
iniquity that ic carried on by the priests 
of the Roman Church. Itis only by an 
examinationof their doings that men will 
be able to see the deeds of wickedness 
that are committed by them in secret. 
How any man can examine tnese and 
not have undeniable evidence, that this 
is the man of sin spoken of in God’s 
word, we cannot divine. 

The history of Popery, is one of usur- 

tion, tyranny and extortion. The 

riests have assumed the prerogative of 
God, and teach their peuple that in their 
hands rest the issue of life; that they only 
can pardon sin. Having usurped this, 
they exert their influence over the people 
with a tyrannical hand. They stand be- 
fore, and open or shut heaven, to their 
deluded followers at their pleasure. They 
teach them that they can bind and loose; 





send them to heaven or hell. Believing as 
many of them do, that they can do that 
which they pretend, they give themselves 
up to their entire control; then all 
things are as the Priests and Bishops, and 
Cardinals and Popes would have them. 
They believe they cannot get to heaven 
without a Priest’s forgiveness; and this 
they will get if possible, at any cost. A 
writer of the 16th century has said, 
**Rome is the fountain head of avarice, 
And therefore all things there are at a price.’’ 
The whole system has been arranged 
so as to secure to the priesthood, the 
money ofthe laity as far as it possibly 
can be procured. Hence they teach that 
certain things are sins, and other things 
are duties. But by paying the Priest, 
you may be absolved from the sins;and re- 
ceive an indulgence to go on in the con- 
tinuance of the sin. The duties may also 
be bought off by paying a sufficient sum. 
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So rapidly did this practice grow in the 


For a layman for murthering a lay- 


church, that scarcely a sin could be con-|man, 7s. 6d. 


ceived of for which absolution could not 
be procured, on the paying of the sum 
affixed by the Pope or his Priests. To 
cap the climax of iniquity, and to bring 
in the regular fees to the Pope,a ‘Tax 
book, was prepared, a regular Tariff, 
somewhat after the manner in which the 
rates of duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandize imported into the United States, 
is prepared by our Custom house officers. 
Any one that will procure one of these, 
may figure to his mind the character of 
this book of Taxes. The sins in their or- 
der,with the prices affixed, the book put 
up for sale, and circulated so that men 
could see what sins they nigat commit, 
and the amount it would cost them. 4 
book of Licences and Indulgences to com- 
mit sin, with the duty affixed. 

There have been several editions of 
this work. ‘The edition which we have 
seen, was vne published by Lawrenee 
Banck, a native of Sweden, and for 15 
years professor in the university of 
Franeker. He died October 13th 1662. 

For convenience, and because it will 
be more readily understood, we give 
some extracts from this book, as_ they 
have been translated by Sir Richard 
Steele, (calculated according to the ster- 
ling money of England,) and published 
in his Romish Ecclesiastical history,(pub- 
lished 17i4:) 

ABSOLUTIONS. 

“For a Layman who stole holy, or 
consecrated things out of a holy place is 
rated at 10s 6d. 

For a priest that restores not to the 
church the holy things he took away, 
10s 6d. 

For him that reveals another man’s 
confession, 10s 6d. 

For him who lies with a woman in 
the chureh, and then commits other 
enormities, 9s. 

For him that hath committed perjury, 
hath wilfully and falsely forsworn him- 
self, 9s. 

For him that secretly practiseth usury, 
10s. 6d. 


[Of how little account the life of a lay- 
man is in the view of the priests.] 
For him that hath killed his father, 
10s 6d. 
For him that hath killed his mother, 
10s. 6d. 
For him that hath killed his wife, 10s.6d. 
5 ae him that hath killed his sister, 10s. 
6d. 
But if the party so slain, be a clerk, a 
priest, or clergyman, thenthe murther- 
er is bound to goto Rome, and visit 
the postolick See, 
for a priest or clergyman, that keeps 
a concubine; a3 also his dispensation, to 
save him from being irregular,(whieh by 
general and provincial constitutions he 
incurs) all this together is rated, 10s 6d. 
For him that burns his neighbour’s 
house, &c. 12s. 
For him who in a criminal cause takes 
a false oath, 9s. 
Fora king for going to the holy se- 
pulcre without licence, 71. 10s. 
DISPENSATIONS. 
For a bastard to enter all holy orders, 
and take a benefice with a cure, 18s. 
To marry in the Ist degree, 2l. 14s. 
To marry her with whom one hath a 
special kindred, 4l. 10s. 
For him who having one wife absent, 
and hearing her to be dead, marryeth 
another, but she proving to be alive, he 
notwithstanding, desireth to keep, and 
live with the latter, 15s. 
And moreover there must be a com- 
position with the datary, which will 
be sometimes 300, 400, 500, or 600 Glos- 
ses, according to the quality of the per- 
sons so marryed; and the clerk, or writer 
will have, 10s. 6d. 
For a man or woman that is found 
hang’d, that they may have christian 
burial, 12. 7s. 6d. 
To be ordained at any time of the 


vear, 4/. 1s. 
LICENSES. 
For a man to change his vow, 15s. 
To eat flesh and white meats in Lent, 
and other fasting days., 10s. 6d.* 


For him that burieth an open and noe Thata king or queen shall enjoy such 


torious usurer in christian burial, 12s. 


For a layman for the vice of simony,9s. 


indulgence,as if they went to Rome. 15l. 
For a queen to adopt a child, $902. 


For a priest for the vice of simony,| . That a king upon Christmas-day mor- 


10s. 6d. 
Fora monk for the vice of simony 12s. 


ning, may cause a naked sword to be 
carried before him,as is carried before his 


For him that simonacally enters holy or-|holiness the Pope, 111. 5s. 


ders, 11. 6s. 





* A greater sin, than to take a false oath in 


And his letters of absolution from the a criminal cause; as great as to kill father 





simony, 11. 4s, 


mother, wife, or sister! ! ! 
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That a town may have a schvol kept 
in the parish church, 2/. 5s. 

For a layman to chuse his confessor, 15s. 

To marry in times prohibited, 2l. 5s. 

To Found a chapel, 11 4s. 

To eat flesh in times prohibited, 11. 4s. 

Not to be tyed to fasting days, 11. 4s. 

‘To have a portable altar, 15s. 

To have mass in a place interdicted, 
15s. 

To go into a nunnery alone, 18s. 

That during the interdict of a town, 
the officers may have mass and ser- 
vice in a chapel, 3/. 15s, 

For a priest to say mass in any place, 


2l. 6d. 
FACULTIES. 
**T’o absolve all delinquents, 31. 


To dispense with irregularity. 31.” 


Here is the Pope’s Custom house of 
sin, with the prescribed duties. What 
human being could conceive of such 
bartering of sin? Such pollution such 
barefaced, high-handed and heaven da- 
ring impiety might put any man to the 
blush. But Priests cannot blush at such 


things. Here they are at home. ‘The pub- 


lishing and issuing of this, book, opened 


the eyes of men to see the horrible cor- 
For many 
years they have denied the existence of 
such a work. And now on all occasions 
when it is presented they deny it as be- 
longing to them, asserting that it is the 
work of their enemies,the compiled slan- 


ruption of the Priesthood. 


ders of Protestants. It is too much 
now to deny the existence of such a 
book. The book is to be found and edi- 
tions of it, nearly two hundred years 
old are in this country. (We here quote 
for the benefit of those who have 
not access to Bayle’s Dictionary, the 
notes which he has appended to the ar- 
ticle, Lawrence Banck; we do it without 
any reference to order, or arrangement, 
because it contains much information on 


. the history of this book, and will be of 


great value to those who have not access 
to the whole work. 


From Bayle’s Dictionary, article Banck. 


**[ have mentioned in the article Pinet, 
several things relating to this Tax, and 
particularily of the edition which Pinet 


procured of it in the year 1564, I have 
observed likewise that D’ Auhigne quotes 


the edition of Paris of 1520. ‘That was not 
the first as some have imagined; for the 
edition of Bois-le-Duc in 1664 (1) informs 





as” It is the Latin and Dutch, in 8vo. See 
e 


reface and page 130. 
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me that this book was printed at Rome 
in 1514, and at Cologne (2) in 1515 and 
that it was intitled Regules, Constilution- 
es, Reservationis Cancellarie S. Domini 
nostrt Leonis Pape decimi, noviter edile 
§ publicate, per Marcellum Silber alias 
Franck, Rome,in Campo, Flo:e, Anno 
MDXIV die xviii Novembris impresse, 
finiunt feliciter. ‘This is what is testi- 
fied by the two Echevins of Bois le-Duc, 
who, with the Secretary of the City, had 
collated word for word this edition of 
Rome with that which Stephen du Mont, 
Bookseller of Bois-le-Duc, published in 
the year1664, and which is intitied Tare 
Cancellarve Apostolice & Tare sacre 
penitentiarve Avishelions We find there 
(3) the passage quoted by D’Aubigne 
from the Paris edition in 1520: Absolutio 
pro eo, quit matrem, sororem, aul, aliam 
eonsanguineam vel affinem suam,aut com- 
matrem,carnaliter cognovit,gr. v. (4). Ab- 
solutiopro eo qui Virginem defloravit, gr. 
vt. i. e. “Absolution for him,who has care 
‘nally known his mother, sister, or other 
“relation by blood or marriage, or god- 
“mother, gr. v. Absolution for him, 
“who has deflowered a Virgin, vi. gr.” 
We find this likewise in the edition of 
Franeker in 1651 (5). I am surprised 
that we do not find it in the edition of Pi- 
net, intitled, Taxe des Parties Casuelles 
de la Bontigne du Pape. It is in Latin 
and French,with a great many notes by 
that author. He did very wrong not to 
mention what copy he printed from ; for 
it is different from the others both with 
respect to the subjects,and to the money. 
It speaks only of Tournois, Ducats, and 
Carlins ; the others meution only Gros, 
or at least very seldom speak of Ducats 
or Carlins. D’Aubigne assures us, that 
the Paris edition says, that for killing 
one’s father or mother, one must pay a 
Ducat and five Carlins ; but in the edi- 
tion of Franeker (6), and that of Bois- 
le-Duc (7) there is an Absolutio pro eo, 
qui interfecit patrem, matrem, sororem, 
uxorem.... g.v, vel vit (8); thatis, “An 
“Absolution for him, who has killed his 
“father, mother, sister wife. ... Vv or vii 
“Gros.” I am surprised once more, that 
this article of incest is wanting in the 


(2) A Gosuinum Colinium. 

(3) Taxe Cancell. Apost. pag. 95, 96. edi- 
tion of Bois-le-Duc. 

(4) That is he must pay five Gros. 

(5) It is that which L. Banck procured, see 
pag. 127. 

(6) Pag. 132. (7) Pag. 103. 

(8) That is to say, he must pay five or sev- 
en Gros. * 
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edition of Pinet (9), in which we find the 
most enurmous articles; as for instance 
the following: Absolutio a lapsu carnis 
super quocunque actu libidinoso commis- 
so per clericum, etiam cum monialabus, 
wtra § extra septa monasterti. aut cum 
consanguinets vel affinibus, aut filia spir- 
ituali, aut quibusdam aliis, five ab unoqu- 
oque de per se, five fimul ab omnibus ab- 
solutio petatur cum dispensatione ad or- 
dines & beneficia, cuminhibitione tur. 36, 
duc. 3. Si vero cum illis petatur absolu- 
tio etiam a crimine commisso contra nalu- 
ram, vel cum drutis, cum dispensutione, 
ut supra & cum inhibilione, turon. 90, 
duc. 12, col. 16. Si vero petatur tantum 
absolutio a crimine contra naturam, vel 
cum brutis, cum dispensatione & inhibi 
tione, turon. 36, duc. 9. Absolutio pro 
Moniali, que se permifit pluries cognosci 
intra& extra septa monasteru, cum reha- 
bilitate ad dignitates illius ordints, eliam 
abbatialem, turon. 36, duc 9. Absolutio 
pro concubinario cum dispensatione ad or- 
dines & beneficia,turon. 21, duc. 5, carlin. 
6. (10). Thatis: “The absolution and 
“pardon of all the acts of Jewdness com- 
‘mitted by a Clerk, of whatever kind it 
“may be, tho’ it were even with a Nun, 
“within or without the bounds of his Mo- 
“nastery, or with his relations by blood 
“or affinity, or with his Gud-daughter, 
“or with any other woman of any quali- 
“ty whatsoever, likewise whether the 
“said absolution be made in the name of 
‘the Clerk himself, or for him and his 
“mistresses,with a dispensation to be.ca- 
“pable of taking Orders, and to hold ec- 
‘‘clesiastical benefits, with an inhibitory 
“clause likewise costs 36 tourn. and 3 
“ducats. And if, besides this, above, 
“there be an absolution for sodomy, and 
“the sin against nature, or for bestiality, 
‘‘and the above dispensation and inhibi- 
“tory clause be added, it will cost 90 
“tourn. 12. duc, and 16 carlins. But if 
“there is only a simple absolution for so- 
“domy, or the sin against nature, or for 
“bestiality, with the dispensation and 
“inhibitory clause, it cost 36 tourn. and 
“9 ducates. A Nun, having committed 
“the act of lewdness several times witain 
“and without the bounds of her Convent, 
“shall be absolved and restored to the 
“power of holding all the dignities of her 
“Order, even that of Abbess, upon her 





(9) It is that of Lyons in 1564, and it was re- 

rinted at Leyden in 1607, and with a new 

ones translation at Amsterdam in 1701. 
These three editions are in 8vo. 


“paying 36 tourn. and 9 duc. The ab- 
‘solution for one, who shall keep a con- 
“cubine, with a dispensation to take or- 
“ders and hold ecclesiastical benefits, 
“costs 21 tourn.5 duc. and 9 carlins (11).” 

I imagine that Du Pinet followed the 
edition, which the Protestant Princes 
caused to be inserted in their causes of 
rejecting the Council of Trent,and which 
isentitled Tara sacree Penitentiare (12). 
Mr. Heidegger has given some extracts, 
which are exactly like the edition of Du 
Pinet (13). Some persons have obser- 
ved. that the Epitome of the Tax of the 
Chancery of Rome is to be seen in page 
603, and the following ofa work intitled 
Luculenta Deductio causarum recusatt 
Concilti Tridentinit a Protestantium 
Germania Principibus publicatorum ; 
and before Hunnius’s book de Indulgen- 
tits, and in page 216 and the following 
of Musulus Loct Communes (14). He, 
that published in 1612 the book intitled 
Simonia Curie Romane, inserted in it 
this passage from the same Loc: Com- 
munes (15). 

I shall now speak something of the 
edition,which Laurence Banck procured. 
It was published at Franeker in the 
year 1651 in Svo. He says, that he con- 
sulted the most ancient copies, printed 
or manuscript, and by comparing them 
word for word,supplied by means of one 
what was wanting in others. He made 
use of the edition of Cologne in 1523, of 
thatof Wirtemburg in 1538, of that of 
Venice in 1584 (16), and of a Manu- 
script, which had been communicated to 
him by John Baptista Sibon, a Bernar- 
dine Monk, and Reader in the College 
of Rome. By this means he has made 
lis edition somewhat larger than all that 
had been published before. He has ad- 
ded notes, in which he explains a great 
many terms, which are difficult to be un- 
derstood: it isa kind of glossary. He 
has likewise joined to it a small Italian 
tract, which contains the tax, which was 
made use of under Pope Innocent X; 
and he has explained the value of the 
money as it was at that time. His notes 





(11) This is according to the French trans- 
lation of Pinet. 

(12) See Heideggeri Myster. Babyl. Magne 
tom. 2 pag. 350 mf 547. , -” 

(13) Ibid. pag. 350 & seq. | 

(14) Daniel Francus, Disquifit. Academ. de 
Indicib. Libr. prohib. & expurgand. pag. 115. 
edit. Lips. adann. 1684, in 4to 

(15) L dii Analect. in Clemang.: pag. 17. 
(16) He means that which is inserted in the 
15th volume Partt. fol. 368.of Tractatus Tract 





(10) Texe des Parties Casuelles de la Bouti- 


que du Pape, pag. 55, & seq. edition of Lyonjatuum seu Oceanus Juris universi. 


in 1564, in Svo. 
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have been very serviceable to the person, 
who has added remarks to the edition 
of Bois-le-Duc. We may remark, that 
in the preface of the latter it is observed 
that the Inquisitors have ranked the Tax 
of the Chancery amongst the prohibited 
books. JVascentem suffocare conatt sunt 
ipsi Authores & in Indice Librorum pro- 
wtorum, ex Patrum_Coneillit Tridentini 
authorit ate, Hispaniarumque Regis &§ 
Ducis Alban. decreto, Leodii ANNO 1570 
edito, inter prime classis Juthores atro 
caleulo notarunt (1/) I have not this 
edition of the Index Labrorum prohibito- 
rum. That which I make use of, and 
which was printed from the edition of 
Madrid in 1667 in folio has only ranged 
under the third class the Praxis & Taxa 
Officine Peenitentiarte Pape ab Here- 
ticts deprarata (18),and we may observe 
that they have condemned it only upon a 
supposition that the heretics had falsified 
it: the Indez, published at Rome by or- 
der of Alexander VIi, used the same 
words as that of Spain (19). But tho’ 
they suppose that heretics have corrup- 
ted it, yet those editions, which can 
never be disavowed, as that of Rome in 


1514; that of Cologne in 1515; those of 


Paris in 1520, 1545, and 1625 (20); and 
those of Venice (21), one in the sixth 
volume of the edition of the Oceanus Ju- 
ris, published in 1533, and the other in 
the fifteenth volume of the same Collec- 
tion reprinted in 1584: these editions, | 
say, are more than sufficient to justify 
the reproaches of Protestants, and to 
cover the Romish Church with shame. 
Our Laurence Banck knew nothing of 
almost all the editions,which I have men- 
tioned above, and that of Francfort in 
1612 in 4to (22). Rivet, Voetius, Hot- 
tinger, and several other Helluenos Li- 
brorum, that is, Devourers of Books, im 

agined falsly that the edition of 1520 was 
the first (23); for they opposed that chief- 
ly to the Roman Catholies, who would 
never allow that the Tax of the Chan- 
cery was ever published with a privilege. 





(17) Preface to the Tara Cancell. & Peni- 
tent. Apostat. edition of Bois-le-Duc 1664. 

(18) Indices Libro prohibiior. § expurgan- 
dor. Hispanic. §& Romanus, edit. Geney. ann. 
1667, in folio pag. 559. col. 2. 

(19) Ibid. in Indice Romano, ejusd, edit 

ag. 106. 

(20) Mons. Drelincourt quotes these three 
editions of Paris. See his words in the remark 
{B} of the article PINET. 

(21) 5 ae Myster. Babyl. Magna, 
tom. 1. pag. 547. 

(22) Catalog. Biblioth. Oroniensis, pag. 132. 

(23) Franci Disquis. de Indicib. Libr. pro- 
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Voetius relates, that in 1683 a Counsel- 
lor of Bois-le-duc declared, that he would 
abjure the Catholic Religion, if any per- 
son could shew him the horrid passages 
which the Protestants cited as taken out 
of the Tax of Chancery at Rome. Re- 
course was had to Rivet, who lent his 
copy of the edition of Paris in 1520 (24). 
Voetius gives this account, not without 
a pathetical exhortation to the Library- 
Keepers of the Protestant Universities to 
preserve and collect the authentic copies 
of this work. 

I beheve that the Romish controver- 
sial writers, who cannot disprove the 
edition of Rome, or that of Paris, find 
themselves i: a prodigious perplexity. 
We may judge of this from the answer 
of the Abbe Richard to the Prejudices of 
Mr. Jurieuw ‘That Minister had shewn 
the shocking abuse of the Tax of the 
Chancery (25). The Abbot replies, 
that these were only particular Facts, 
which had never been authorized by the 
Laws and Canons of the Church of Rome 
(26). “We take it well continues he 
*(27),that Mr. Jurieu gives an account* 
“of the Taxes from an old Book of the 
“Chancery of Rome. But is it not ex- 
“tremely rediculous to make a Book of 
“Taxes pass for the Laws andCanons of 
“the Church? Would it not turn the 
“Civil Law into a_ mere fable, to insert 
“the fees of Executioners in the code, 
“and place them among the laws. Would 
“not this do a great honour to the gen- 
“tlemen concerned? Let Mr. Jurieu leara 
“then what the Laws and Canons of the 
“Church of Rome, are; and let him know 
‘in the mean time, that these old Taxes 
“of the Chancery of Rome, are not oniy 
“of no authority in the Church, but that 
“she has always abhorred them. These 
‘Taxes of the Chancery did not begin 
“till under the Pontificate of John XXII, 
“about the year 1320; and the ‘Taxes 
“of the Penitentiary, did pot appear 
“till towards the year 1336, under 
“Benedict XXIIt; and both of them 
‘‘were immediately suppressed,and after- 
“wards rank’d amongst the prohibited 
“books, according to the observation of 
“the Sieur du Mont,who published them 
“in 1664; which shews sufficiently the 





(24)]Voetii Disput Theolog tom.2 pag. 296. 

(25) Jurieu, Prejuges legit. contre le Pap- 
isme, tom. I. p. 295, & seq. 

(26) Richard, Examen des prejuges de Mr. 
Jurieu, pas 218. 

(27) Ibid. pag 219. 
* Part 1. pag. 295 of his Prejuges. 
+ Polya. Virgil. de Invent, Rerum. lib. 8. 





bibst. pag. 115, 116. 
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“sbhorrence,which the Church of Rome 
“had for these Taxes; so far was she 
“from proposing or holding them as rules, 
“ag Jurieu would make us believe. Let 
‘Shim know then that the actions of the 
“Officers of the Court of Rome are only 
“the actions of particular men, and not 
“ofthe Church.” ‘This answer is not 


just, for in the first place, the Church of 


Rome has not shewn by the suppression 
of these Taxes, that she abhorred them. 
They were printed three times at Paris, 
twice at Cologne, twice at Venice; and 
there have been some of these editions 
published, since Claudius Fspenceeus re- 
monstrated publicly against the enormi- 
ties of that book. We have seen that 
the Inquisition of Spain, and that of 
Rome, have not condemned it but upon 
a supposition that the heretics had cor- 
rupted it. I addin the second place, 
that the suppression of such a work is 
not a sign that the rules, which it con- 
tains, are disapproved. ‘They may only 
signify, that they repented, that they 
had permitted them to be exposed to the 
eyes of the Public, and so gave occasion 
to heretics to insult the Court of Rome, 
and wound the Church of Rome thro’ 
the sides of the Pope. We ought to 
judge that these were mysteries of State, 
Arcana Imperii, which should not have 
been divulged (28). Have there not been 
some: persons who have judged | so with 
regpect to ceremonies? I omit several 
other considerations, which a controver- 
sial writer might alledge against the an- 
tagonist of Mr Jurieu; but [ shall con- 
tent myself with observing that Claudius 
Espenceus declaimed very warmly a- 
gainst the abominations of these ‘T'axes; 
I shall remark likewise, that the Protes- 
tant Controversial writers quote this in 
every dispute; and that the Inquisition 
of Spain has thought proper to order this 
passage of that Doctor’s book to be era- 
sed (29). We may observe that the In- 
quisition of Rome condemned Laurence 
Banck’s edition of the Taxes (30).” 


We have said that modern Papists de- 
ny this book, and assert when they have 
been compelled to admit its existence, 
that it is an invention of Protestants. We 
shall now present a few Romish writers 

(23) Compare what Horace says de Arte 
Poetica, ver. 182. Non tamen intus Digna 
geri promes in scenam; multaque tolles. Ex 
oculis, que moz narret Facundia presens. 

(29) Index Hispan Libr. prohibitor. pag. 
232. col. 1. , 

30) Index Rom. Libr. prohibit. pag. 124, 
2. — pag. 261. 
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“wee lived at the very time when the 
bvok was selling publickly in Europe. 

The first we shall give is Theodore of 
JViem, (who lived at the close of the 
XIV. century.) Lib. 1. chap. 68. 


‘Innumerable Strangers out of divers 
‘Provinces and Kingdoms came thither, 
‘(to Rome,) and exceeding rich Offerings 
‘were presented to the Churches of the 
‘City and Stirines of Saints, the greater 
‘part of which came to the hands of Bo- 
‘niface, and others that were his Crea- 
‘tures; yet the insatiate Wretch, not 
‘content with these voluntary Presents, 
‘although they amounted to incredible 
‘Sums (being himself a bottomless Gulf 
‘and in Covetousness none like him,) 
‘sent his MMoney-Hucksters or petty 
‘Chapmen abroad into divers Kingdoms, 
‘to sell Indulgences to any that would 
‘give as much for them as it would cost 
‘them to go to Rome to fetch them. 
‘The cunning Extortioners chous’d 
(cheated) simple and barbarous People 
‘of vast Sums of Money, so that by this 
‘spiritual Pedlary they sometimes 
‘brought away clear out of one Kingdom 
‘or Province, more than an hundred thou- 
‘sand Crowns; for they will undertake 
‘to forgive all Sins to all Men that 
‘would pay them, and that too barely 
‘on Confession, without imposing any 
‘Penance; for Money they dispensed 
‘with all Irregularities, saying! they 
‘had all the Power so to do, that Christ 
‘had given to Peter of binding and loos- 
‘ing on Earth; and thus these Chapmen 
‘being well fatted, returned back to Rceme 
‘with many fair Horses, and loaded with 
‘Treasures, and gave an account of all 
‘their Collections to Boniface, wherein 
‘he was so exact and severe, that if he 
‘detected any Fraud or Concealment, he 
‘punished it with Death.” (Pages 180, 


181, 2d vol. of Hist. of Popery, London 
edition, 1731. 


The second is Clemangis (arch dea- 
con of Bayeux in France, he lived in the 
early part of the XV. century,) in his 
treatise de praesulibus. 

Hear his description of the Priesthood, 
and we want no more proof of their rea- 
diness to prepare and offer for sale such 
a book. “So the church which Christ 
hath taken for his spouse, without wrin- 
‘kle or blemish, disfigured by this horri- 
‘ble villany, is now the shop of all pride, 
‘of all trading, of all filching and stealing. 
‘Where the Sacraments are hung out for 
‘a show, all the orders, even the priest- 





‘hood iteelft where favours are sold for 
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‘silver, dispensations for not preaching,|‘store to their former estate all things 
‘licences for non-residence: waere all of-|‘that were utterly lost, and so to legiti- 
‘fices and benefices, yea, even sins are|‘mate all bastards, whoresons, and such 


bought and sold: Lastly, where Masses 


‘as were begot by any unlawful conjunc- 


and the administration of the Lord’s body|‘tion, &c. to allow people marriage with 
‘are set to sale. Would any man have}‘such as they had formerly committed 
a Bishoprique? Let him provide his mo-|‘adultery with, to absolve such as were 


‘ney, and that no little sum, but a pretty|' 


‘perjured, Simoniacall, falsifiers, robbers, 


‘great one for so great a Title; and let ‘usurers, schismatiques, heretiques re- 
‘him not stand upon emptying his purse|‘canting; Yea, and even to admit them 


‘for the purchase of such a dignity, see- 


‘ 


to orders, honours, dignities, and all 


‘ing he will quickly fill it againe, and that}‘sorts of benefices; to dispense with casus 
‘more soundly, than he could do by ma-j‘all, not wilfull murtherers; howbeit the 
‘ny sorts of Merchandise. Doth any de-|‘fore-cited Tax doth not except wilfull 
‘sire a prebend, a Provosts place, or some|‘parricides, killers of father, mother, 


‘other dignity? it is no matter for know- 
‘ing his deserts, his life and conversation; 
‘but so many crownes as he hath in his 
‘chest, such hopes may hee conceive of 


‘brother, sister, children, or wife: sorcer- 
‘ers, enchanters, concubin-keepers, adul- 
‘terers, incestuous with parents or kin- 
‘dred, Sodomites, sinners against nature, 


‘compassing his desire. For what skils|‘abusers of themselves with beasts, &e. 


‘it to speake of poore folkes, who are ac- 
‘counted unprofitable in all things, and 
‘unworthy of all government or charge; 
‘and who have no other hopes but to wax 
‘old and pine away in misery, dis-respec- 
‘ted and despised. What should a poore 
‘man go to market for with an empty 
‘pouch, when he has nothing to buy 
‘the wares with?” 


The third is Claudius Espenceus,( who 
lived in the XV. century,) In his Digres- 
sio Secund. in Ep. ad ‘Titum, Cap. 1. v. 
7 —Read with care and compare it with 
the list we, have quoted from the book. 


‘There is a booke publiquely set to 
‘every mans view (saith he) which sels 
‘as well now as ever, intitled, Taxa Can- 
‘cellarie Apostolice, which is prostitute 
‘and set out lor gaine, like a common 
whore;whence more naughtiness is learn- 
‘ed,than from all the Summists and sum- 
‘maries of all vices. ‘There is licence 
‘granted for many of them,and absolution 
‘for alls but only to such as will buy them. 
‘| forbear the names, for (as one says) 
‘they are very fearful even the sound of 
‘them. It is strange that in these times, 
‘in this schisme, that index and inventa 
‘ry of so many uncleane and abhomina- 
‘ble villanies, so infamous that I am con- 
‘ident there is not a more scandalous 
‘book in all Germany, Switzerland, or 
‘any other place, which hath separated 
‘from the Church of Rome, was not sup- 
‘pressed: Yea, it is so farre from being 
‘suppressed by the Treasurers of the 
‘Church of Rome, that the licenses and 
‘impunities, for those so many and such 
‘horrible crimes are renewed, and for the 
‘most part confirmed by the faculties of 


‘O that Rome would from henceforth 
‘have some shame, and cease to set out 
‘such a shamelesse catalogue of all man- 
‘ner of wickednesse.” 


The quotations of Clernangis and Es- 
penceeus, are from the Review of the 
Council of Trent, by Wm. Ranchin, (a 
Roman Catholic,) counsellor to king 
Henry the LV. of France, published at 
the close of the 16th century.—After- 
wards translated into English by Gerard 
Langbaine of Queen’s College, Oxford, 
and printed in 1638. 

Much more might be said on this.sub- 
ject, if it was needed. One such witness 
isenough. Were Luther and Calvin 
and the rest of the Reformers deserving 
the continued abuse that they have re- 
ceived from Papists, for exposing such 
wickedness, and proving that the Pope 
was anti-christian? And surely it is not 
presumptive evidence in favour of the 
purity of our Priests, when they con- 
tinue the slanders of the men that they 
exposed. But Rome is one, she changes 
not. She cannot grow better. What she 
then did she now approves. What she 
then did, is now carried on but in sucha 
manner as not to be suspected—Of old 


‘all things were at a price.” 


Who will venture to say that it is now 
changed? Who is there that reads their 
papers, or books,or even attends on their 
preaching, that does not know that in- 
dulgences are continued? That every 
reader, who will be at the pains of ex- 
amining, may find proof, we refer them 
to the Catholic Almanac of 1835, pages 
34, 35. On the 35th page, is a decree 
of the sacred council at the apostolic see, 





‘the Legats, which come from thence 
‘into these quarters, with power to re- 


granting @ dispensation from abstinence 
on the day of St. Mark the Evangelist 
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and on the Rogation days, indefinitely; 
but on Saturdays not restricted by a fast, 
itis granted only for ten years. We 
won't venture to say, that this is to be 
paid for. We might go on to show, 
that there are many other thing for 
which there is a Taza in the holy aposto- 
lic church,and for which there are dispen- 
sations now. 

Have any of our readers ever heard 
of such a thing as marriage being de- 
layed until a message had béen sent to 
Rome, and a dispensation granted? 

Have they ever heard of men being 
refused burial in a holy Popish grave 
yard, because the priest was not paid for 
it? Have they ever heard of a dispensa- 
tion being given, when money enough 
was granted? 

Have they ever heard of the fees on 
offering Masses? 

There are then at least, some remnants 
of the old Lady to be found within our 
borders. Buying. and selling of bodies 
and souls is the business of the Priests 
of this place.—Rev. xvi. 13. 





a ——_ 





An account of the Waldenses and .Albi- 
genses: translated from Venema’s His- 
ortia Ecclesiastica, t. vi. §115—126. 


ConcerNiING the WALDENSES we may 
consult amongst the ancient writers, 
although their bitterest enemies: 1. Ber- 
nard, Abbotof Clair-Vaux of the Pre- 
monstratensian order, a writer of this 
age, who exhibits the heads of the dis- 

utations hetween Bernard, the arch- 
ishop of Narbonne, and the Waldenses, 
in the year 1195. Gretzer edited, to- 
ether with Ebrard a Flemming, and 

rmengard, both unknown authors, a 
work against the Waldenses, which is 
contained in the 24th vol. of the Bibli- 
otheca Patrum, but from which little 
can be learned. 2. Retnier, a monk of 
Placentia; first a leader of the sect, but 
who having deserted them was attached 
to the class of preachers, and became in- 
quisitor-general in the 13th century. 
There is still extant a book of his against 
the Waldenses. Reinier’s prolix account 
of the sentiments of the Waldenses, was 
recited 300 years after, in the Catalogue 
of the witnesses of the truth, book xv, 
where aiso are exhibited other things per- 
taining to this subject from the history 
of Bohemia by Aneas Silvias, and from 


* These were edited by Gretzer, aud pub- 
lished in the Bibl. Patrum. 

¢t The work of Reinier was more fully edited 

Gretzer, and republished in the 25th volume 
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the collections concerning the city of 
‘Toulouse by James de Ribereat 3. Pe- 
ter Pilichdorf in the 15th century, who 
wrote against the errors of the Walden- 
ses, and against the poor men of Lyons. 
4. The book of the judgments of the in- 
quisition at ‘Toulouse,published by Lim- 
berch, in his histery of the inquisition. 
But besides these documents transmit- 
ted by their adversaries, there are others 
to be compared with them, and much 
more worthy of credit, from the Wal- 
denses themselves; and also confessions, 
catechisms, dialogues, and other tracts 
in Leger’s history of the Waldenses, 
book 1; to which may be added the con- 
fessions both of the Waldenses and Al- 
bigenses, given by Flacius Hlyricus in 
the 15th vol. of the Catalogus lestium ve- 
ritatis,—by the Centuriatores Magde- 
burgenses, centur. xii,—by B. Pictetus, 
in the continuation of Suerus Sec. ii, 
who recites the most ancient of all, com- 
posed in the year 1100. Bossuet indeed, 
in his History of the Variations, &c., 
contends that these monuments are not 
genuine; but they are vindicated by Le- 
ger, and by Basnage in his Hist. Eeel. 
tom. ii. Their antiquity is also confirm- 
ed by the language, and the immemori- 
al tradition of the Waldenses, though it 
must be confessed that they are not all 
equal in that respect. Of the modern 
writers, besides Leger, Perrin; and Pe- 
ter Gillis, amongst the Protestants, are to 
be consulted Usher de successione Ec- 
clesie &c. and Limborch in the history 
of the inquisition, |. 1. c. 8. and amongst 
the Roman Catholics, Thuanus Hist. |. 
v. a. 1550, Bossuet, Histoire des varia- 
tious &c., Natalis Alexander, Hist. Ee- 
cles, hojus seculi, and others. 

They bore various names, some de- 
rived from their teachers, some from their 
manner of life,some from the places where 
they dwelt, some from the fate they suf- 
fered, and some from the good pleasure 
of their neighbours; all these it would be 
too lone and tedious to recapitulate. 
That I may just notice that of Walden- 
ses, and some others by which they are 
principally known, I will, however, ob- 
serve that they are considered to have 
been called so from Peter Valdo,or Wal- 
do who is said to be either the founder or 
the principal promoter of the sect. Waldo 
was a citizen and rich merchant of Lyons 
who flourished in the middle of the 12th 
century about the year 1160. Whilst 
several of the principal citizens among 
whom was Waldo, were conversing to- 
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of the Biblioth. Patrum. 


gether, and one of them was struck with 
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death before their eyes, he is said to have 
been so impressed with a sense of hu- 
man frailty and of the divine wrath, that 
he renounced the world from that mo- 
ment and gave himself up entirely to 
meditation upon the word of God, and 


to the propagation of piety. He first be- 


n with his own family, and then as his 


fame increased, admitted and instructed 


others, and also translated the Scriptures 


into the vernacular language of Gaul. 


That he was not destitute of erudition, 


as some maintain, Flacius I[llyricus as- 
serts from evidence derived from ancient 
writings. ‘The clergy of Lyons, when 


these proceedings came to their know- 
ledge, opposed and prohibited his do- 
mestic instructions; but so far was this 
from proving an obstacle, that he inqui- 
red the more diligently into the opinions 
of the clergy, and into religious rights 
and customs, and opposed them the more 
openly and ardently. Since he taught 


for four or five years at Lyons, and 
made many disciples, some think they 
were from him called Waldenses; but 


others suppose that the name was de- 
rived from Christians of his sect, who 
had from ancient times inhabited the val- 

lies of Piedmont. The vallies are called 
~ Vaux, whence Vaudois;and Peter is said 
to have borne the name of Waldo because 
he was a follower of that sect. That the 
name was used before his time appears 
from this, that it is found ina confession 
brought to light by Pictetus. The other 
names,either proper to them, or common 
to them with the Albigenses,are princpal- 
ly the following: Leoniste, or poor men 
of Lyons; this was given them from the 
lace where they arose, and from the 
fe of poverty which, in the beginning 
from their dependence on charity and 
various vexations, they were obliged to 
As to what respects the name of 
Sabatatorum, this caine from their wood- 
en shoes, which in the Gallic tongue 
‘They are consid- 
ered to have been called Patarini, on ac- 
count of their sufferings, but more justly 
because they were esteemed heretics; 
and in a former century the Mediolani 
were so called who urged the celibacy 
of the clergy, from whom it was trans- 
The same 
sort of derivation may be given to the 
epithet Cathari; but those of Picards, 
Lombards, Bohemians, Bulgarians, Al- 
bigenses,were given from the countries in 
which they dwelt. Finally they were prin- 


fi 
lead. 


were called Sabots*. 


ferred to any other heretics. 
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cipally called Turpelini or Turelupini in 

Flanders and Artois,because of the many 
miseries to which they were exposed,ac- 
cording to a proverb used in that coun- 

try,by whichchildren whose fate was un- 

fortunate, were called ‘Turelupins from 
one Turelupin the father of some chil- 
dren who perished miserably * But it 
may be well to consult Mosheim, who,in 
his history of the 18th century, contends 
that the Turlupini were the same as the 
brethren of the free spirit, fanatics and 

mystics, and imbued with the errors of 
the Pantheists. 

I shall enumerate,from the monuments 
above cited, the chief articles of this 
heresy, before I shew its origin and fate; 
they were the following: 1 ‘That the ho- 

ly Scriptures are the only source of faith 
and religion, without regard to the au- 
thority of the Fathers and of tradition; 

and although they principally used the 
New Testament, yet as Usher proves 
from Reinier and others, they regarded 
the Old also as canonical Scripture. From 
their greater use of the New Testament 
however their adversaries took occasion 
to charge them with despising the Old. 

2. They held the entire faith, according 
to all the articles of the apostles’ creed. 
3. 'They rejected all the external rites of 
the dominant church, excepting baptism 
and the Lord’s supper; as temples, ves- 
tures, images, crosses, the religious wor- 
ship of the holy relics, and the remain- 
ing sacraments; these they considered 
as inventions of Satan and of the flesh, 
and full of superstition. 4. They rejec- 
ted purgatory, with masses and prayers 
for the dead, acknowledging only twe 
terminations of the present state, heaven 
and hell. 5. They admitted no indul- 
gences, nor confession of sin with any of 
their consequences, excepting mutual 
confessions of the faithful for instruction 
and consolation. 6. They held the sa- 
craments of baptism and the eucharist 
only as signs, denying the corporal pres- 
ence of Christ in the eucharist; as we 
find in the book of this sect concerning 
antichrist, and as Ebrard de Bethunia 
accuses them in his book antihe@resios. 

7. They held only three ecclesiastical 
orders, bishops, priests, and deacons,and 
that the remainder were human figments; 
that monasticism was a putrid carcase, 
and vows the inventions of men; and 
that the marriage of the clergy was law- 
ful and necessary. According to Rein- 
ier they had three or four orders. First 
the bishop, who had under him two pres- 








* Vide Beausobre de Adamitis p. 2. 
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byters, one the elder son, the other the 
younger, who visited the faithful sub- 
mitted to the bishop, and one deacon. 8. 
Finally they asserted the Roman church 
to be the whore of Babylon, and denied 
obedience to the pope or bishops, and 
that the pope had any authority over 
other churches, or the power of either the 
civil or ecclesiastical sword. 

Besides these articles, others are at- 
tributed to them,though not without con- 
troversy, since by some they are denied. 
1. Reinier and the inquisition of Tou- 
louse relate that they reprobated judges 
and magistrates with all judgments a- 
gainst criminals; but that this can refer 
only to capital punishments,is clear from 
the testimonies themselves. Besides, 
their ancient confessions of faith testify 
that they did not deny obedience to ma- 

istrates. But as in Perrin’s Light and 
Lreasure of Faith, they do not abso- 
lutely condemn capital punishments, it is 
doubtful how long they had condemned 
them, and whether, this was the opinion 
of all the Waldenses, or at all times. 2. 
Nor, as is imputed to them, did they re- 
ject infant-baptisin, but only held it a 
thing not necessary, as appears from 
Reinier himself, who only charges them 
with holding that the baptism of infants 
was useless. It appears also from their 
Spiritual Calendar, that infants were 
by them washed in the sacred font. But 
as their pastors were frequently absent, 
they rather chose to omit baptism than 
to commit their children to the priests, 
esteeming pedobaptism not of so much 
necessity; whence might easily arise the 
suspicion that they rejected the baptism 
of infants. 3. Reinier assérts that they 
refused to take even lawful oaths, but he 
adds that this properly relates only to 
the perfect, who rather chose death than 
to take an oath; to the others therefore 
swearing was not prohibited. ‘The Wal- 
denses also testify in their Spiritual Ca. 
lendar, that oaths were esteemed lawful 
amongst them. 

In relating the rise and progress of this 
sect, regard must be had to the singular 
testimony of Reinier, in which he affirms 
this sect to be more pernicious than all 
the rest, for three reasons. 1. Because 
it is more ancient and of longer standing; 
adding, that some have traced it to the 
time of Silvester in the 4th century, and 
others to the time of the apostles. Rei- 
nier in Summing up, towards the end of 
his work, gives it as their opinien, ‘that 
the church of Christ,’ these are his own 
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other prelates until B. Silvester, and then 
fell off until they restored it: however 
they affirmed that there were always 
some who feared God and were saved.’ 
2. Because it is more general; ‘For in- 
deed,’ says he, ‘there is scarcely any 
country where this sect is not found.’ S. 
Because it has a pure faith in God,and in 
the articles of the creed, and a great ap- 
pearance of piety. ‘This testimony pro- 
ceeding from their adversary, who lived 
not far from their times, in the middle of 
the 138th century, is agreeable to truth, 
and worthy of observation. Some of the 
pontifis have accused them of various 
lusts, and other crimes, but this has been 
done merely from calumny, and accord- 
ing to their accustomed method of char- 
ging those who withdraw from their 
communion with licentiousness as the 
cause of that separation; and this the 
more foolishly, because as every kind of 
licentiousness abounded in the pontifical 
society, there was not the least cause for 
withdrawing on this account. Neither 
the inquisition of ‘Toulouse, nor Renier 
has ary charges of this kind against 
the Waldenses, but as we have seen, 
quite the contrary. ‘The anonymous 
author, who wrote a treatise concerning 
the heresy of the poor of Lyons,* openly 
says, ‘as to what 1s affirmed of them, that 
they kiss cats and rats, and see the devil; 
or that having extinguished the lights, 
they commit promiscuous fornication; [ 
do not think it belongs to this sect, be- 
cause the Cathari are said to do this,ror 
have I learned any of these things in 
such a way as that I could believe them.’ 
That the testimony given respecting 
their antiquity and increase, is perfectly 
just, will appear from thehistory of their 
rise and progress which [ am am about 
to relate. 
Concerning the antiquity of this sect, 
although the testimony of Reinier is suf- 
ficient of itself, there are not wanting 
other documents. ‘That there were per- 
sons of this sect before the time of Wal- 
do, is clear from the ancient treatise 
concerning Antichrist against the Ro- 
manists, an. 1120, ere by Perrin, 
in his history of the Waldenses; and also 
from an epistle of a certain provost, 
named Steneld, to Bernard, written before 
the death of Waldo, a fragment of which 
isexhibited by Usher from Driedo; where 
it is related, amongst other things, that 
some of these men were seized by the 
excessive zeal of the populace,and thrown 








words, ‘remained with the bishops and 


| * See Martineti Thesaurum Novum, vol. 5. 
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into the fire, and that they bore the tor- 
ment not only with patience but joy. 
They are also described as persons ‘who 
do net trust in the intercessions of the 
dead, or the pravers of the saints, and 
who maintain that fasts and other afflic- 
tions which are practised on account of 
sin, are not necessary for the righteous; 
and who do not allow the fire of purga- 
tory after death; nor believe that the 
body of Christ is present on the altar; 
and who affirm that the church of Christ 
is with them, though destitute of lands 
and possessions.’ ‘That the sect is more 
ancient than Waldo, is proved by Har- 
enberg in Ottis sacris observ. 10 from 
Bernard de Clairvaux; but it cannot with 
certainty be affirmed, how great that an- 
tiquity is. Some writers, quoted by 
Usher, refer them to the times of Beren 
garius, others, as Leger |. i, c. ii, to 
Claude of Turin, who under Louis the 
pious, opposed himself'to images, and 
the dominion of the popes. To these 
times belong also some pious meditations 
on particular psalms, breathing a spirit 
of purity and sound doctrine, and agree- 
ing with the state of a separated church. 
These appear in Biblioth, Bremen. 1. ii. 
From that time, it is asserted that per- 
sons of this description resided, and were 
concealed, in the Rhetian and Cottian 
Alps, and in the vallies of those moun- 
tains, who were thence called Waldenses 
as | have mentioned above. 

The progress of this sect was rapid 
and extensive, since Reinier testifies, 
that in his time there was no country 
free for them. He gives (c. 3,) the fol- 
lowing causes of their increase. 1. Vain 
glory, they wishing to be honored like 
the Catholic doctors. 2. Their great 
zeal, since all of them, men and women, 
by night and by day, never cease from 
teaching and learning. He adds what | 
would wish to be particularly noticed, 
that, amongst their first instructions, 
they taught their disciples to shun slan- 
ders and oaths. 3. Because they trans- 
lated the old and new Testament into the 
vulgar tongues, and spake and taught 
according to them. He adds, ‘I have 
heard and seen a certain unlearned rus- 
tic, who recited the book of Job, word 
by word, and many who perfectly knew 
the New Testament.’ 4. Because they 
communicated their instruction in secret 
nora and times, nor permitted any to 

present except believers. 5. The 
scandal arising from the bad example of 
certain Catholics. 6. The insufficient 
teaching of others who preach: sometimes 
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frivolously and sometimes falsely. ‘Hence 

whatever a doctor of the church teaches,’ 

says he, ‘which he does not prove from 

the New Testament, they consider it as 

entirely fabulous, contrary to the author- 

ity of the church.’ 7. ‘The want of re- 

verence with which certain ministers 

perform the sacraments. 8. The hatred 

which they have against the church. ‘I 

have heard,’ he proceeds ‘from the mouth 
of the heretics, that they intended to re- 
duce the clergy and the monks to the 

state gf labourers, by taking away their 
tithes and possessions.’ He afterwards 
adds, that in all the cities of Lombardy, 
and in Provence, and in other kingdoms 
and nations, tLere were more schools of 
heretics than of theologians, and more 
auditors. ‘They disputed publicly, and 
and summoned the people to those solemn 
disputations; besides preaching in the 
markets, the fields and the houses, &c. 
‘I was frequently present,’ he adds, ‘at 
the inquisition and examination of the 
heretics, and their schools are reckoned 
in the diocese of Pavia to amount to for- 
ty one.’ He reckons up also the church- 
es belonging to the heretics. Having 
enumerated the errors of the Albigensian 
Manicheans, the author of the great Bel- 
gian Chronicle from Caesarius, A. D. 
1208, thus proceeds. ‘The error of the 
Albigenses' prevailed to that degree, 
that it had infested as much as a 
thousand cities, and if it had not been 
repressed by the swords of the faithful, I 
think that it would have currupted the 
whole of Ewrope.’ It happened indeed 
that when the Waldenses were persecu- 
ted and banished by the archbishop of 
Lyons, and Waldo and _ his companions 
fled to other regions, from that time they 
were scattered through Gaul, Italy, Ger- 
many, England, and Spain. Some fix- 
ed themselvee in Narbonne Gaul, which 
contains the provinces of Provence, Dau- 
phiny, and Savoy, others fled to the 
Alps and settled colonies in Piedmont 
and Lombardy.* Peter Valdo, having : 
left his country, came to Belgium, and 
in Picardy, as it is now called, obtained 
many followers; he afterwards passed 
into Germany, and having long journey- 
ed through the cities of the Vandals, at 
last settled in Bohemia. ‘This is confir- 
med by Dubravius in his history of Bo- 
hemia, who relates that he arrived there 
about 1184. ‘he Waldenses themselves 
in a conference with the Bohemians, de- 
clared that they had been dispersed 


*See Usher, in loc. cit. and also Thuanus. 
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through Lombardy, Calabria, Germany, 
Bohemia, and other regions, ever since 
the year 1160, ‘T'o this belongs a report 
that about that time two devils entered 
Bohemia in human form, teaching believ- 
ers to go naked and sin with impunity, 
whence arose, in the 15th century, the 
calumny of the nakedness of the Picards.* 
The author of the Catalogus Testium 
Veritatis, lib. xv, declares that he was 
in possession of the consultations of the 
civilians of Avignon. of the archbishops 
of Narbonne, of Arles, and of Aix; toge- 
ther with the order-of the bishop of Alby 
for the extirpation of the Waldenses, 
written 340 years before. At the con- 
clusion of these consuliations, it is said, 
‘that it was known to every one that the 
condemnation of the Waldensian heretics 
many years since, was as just as it was 
public and celebrated.’ 

The ALBIGENseEs were so called from 
the provence of Albi and ‘Toulouse, 
where they principally inhabited Albia 
or Albiga, now Albi, a city in the coun- 
try of Cahors, belonging to ‘Toulouse, 
formerly joined to the greater Aquitaine 
a principle part of Narbonne Gaul, at 
that time bore the name of Albigesii, 
whence the Gallic heretics were called 
by the general name of Albigenses. They 
were dispersed through all that tract of 
Narbonne Gaul, and through the dio- 
ceses of Albi, Quercy, Sens, Rhodez,and 
the neighbourhood, But the learned are 
not agreed as to what sect or description 
they were of. The Roman Catholic wri- 
ters, not the recent only, but also the 
ancient, those of the 13th century, (as 
Peter de Vaux-Cernai, a Cistertian 
monk, in a history of the Albigenses de- 
dicated to Innocent III; Cesar of Heis- 
tirbach, ina dialogue concerning mira- 
cles; and the Acts of the inquisition at 
Toulouse, by Limborch,) paint these 
men in the blackest colours, as not only 
Manicheans but of the worst lives and 
manners. ‘They relate for example that 
they held as to doctrine ‘that there were 
two Gods and Lords, one good, the 
father of Christ, the author of invisible 
and incorruptible things; the other ma- 
lignant, the author of what is visible and 
corporeal; the one the author of the Old 
Testament, the other of the New, so 
that the former was to be rejected ex- 


cepta few things which were transferred |— 


to the New. 


2. That Christ took flesh, 





S*ee Beausobre, De Adamitis, at the end of 
L’Enfant’s History of the Hussite War; where 
he demonstrates that the Waldenses had pene- 
trated into Bohemia in that century. 
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not really but only in appearance, so that 
he was not born of a woman, and that 
Mary, our Lord’s mother, was no other 
than his church, which obeys the com- 
mandmeuts ofthe father. $. That there 
was no resurrection of the body,but that 
the body would be spiritual. 4. Fhat 
human souls were spirits, who fell from 
heaven on account of their sins. 

As to what belongs to their rights and 
institutes, 1. They not only in common 
with the Waldenses rejected the sacra- 
ment of the church of Rome,and all oth- 
er ecclesiastical Rights but also bap- 
lism and the eucharist, having only re- 
tained the imposition of hands. They 
also called the cross, the detestable sign 
of the devil. 2. ‘They rejected the or- 
ders of the Roman Church, denying to 
them, as sinners, all power of binding 
and loosing. §$. ‘They were distinguish- 
ed into two kinds; one of which was cal- 
led the perfect or comforted, who pro- 
fessed openly their faith and religion, 
amongst whom they had what they de- 
nominated magistrates, deacons, and 
bishops. The perfect were specially 
named good men.* Others, indeed, 
made a compact with these, which they 
termed la convenensa,a convention, that 
they wished to be received at the end of 
life into their sect. Their reception, 
called hereticatio, was conducted in this 
manner: the perfect held the hands of 
him who was to be received, between 
his own, and over him a certain book, 
from which he read the Gospel of John, 
‘In the beginning was the word,’ as far 
as ‘grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.t He handed to him, besides, a 
slender band, with which he was to be 
girded as a heretic. There was some 
difference respecting the reception of 
women, but of small moment. ‘This re- 
ception however, for which they were 
prepared by certain abstinences, was 
thought to confer salvation, and there- 
fore was called consolation, and even 
spiritual baptism; and was generally de- 
ferred to the close of life, and was con— 
ferred on the sick, to whom, that they 
might not return to health, it was pre- 
scribed to put themselves into endura or 
abstinence, in order to accelerate their 
death, for which purpose bathing and 
blood-letting were also used. They who 





* Concerning these, see Cl. Joecher, Pro 
fessor at Leipsic, in his Progr. De Bonis Ho. 
moOnibus, at the end of Schmidii Hist. Eeccleés. 
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refused this oppressive law, still abstained 
from all intercourse with men, and even 
with their wives,lest they should relapse. 
4. They rejected matrimony as_ sensual 
and unlawful, substituting in its stead a 
spiritual union. 5.1 omit the licentious- 
ness and vices of every kind with which 
they were charged. 

If these are their true colours, and 
this their true description, they must 
have approached near to the Manicheans 
and the writers of the 13th century do 
certainly make a wide distinction be- 
tween them and the Waldenses. Peter 
the monk of Vaux-Cernai, lately cited, 
says, expressly, that they differed widely 
from the Waldenses, who were not so 
bad, since in many things they agreed 
with the Roman church, and diflered 
from it ouly in a few, and ef whom he 
thus speaks: “I’o omit many articles of 
their unbelief, their error consisted prin- 
cipally in four—the wearing of sandals 
in imitation of the apostles—the rejec- 
tion of swearing,and capital punishments, 
on any occasion—but chiefly in asserting 
that any of their body might, if they 
wore sandals, though they had not re- 
ceived episcopal ordination, make. the 
body of Christ.” Reinier, also, and the 
inquisition of ‘Toulouse, distinguish be- 
tween the Albigenses and the Waldenses. 
Bossuet also follows their footsteps in his 
History of Variations &c. |. ii. remarking 
that the Waldenses agreed with the Ca- 
tholics in the principal points, and were 
therefore only schismatics. But what 
have the Protestants to do with this? 
Because the opinion has been generally 
spread that the Albigenses and Walden- 
ses were the same, and that the charges 
of Manicheism, Arianism, &¢c which have 
been made ayainst them are pure calum- 
nies. Leger, in his history of the Wal- 
denses, l. i. c. 19 has endeavoured to free 
them from this imputation, and though 
his testimonies more particularly apply 
to the Waldenses, yet he hasshown that 
many of the Albigenses were the same. 
See also the author of the book entitled 
La condemnation de Babilone, agaiust 
Bossuet, where he treats of the Walden- 
ses and of their antiquity, and vindicates 
the purity both of them and the Albigen- 
ses in faith and manners. But from 
this decision Limborch dissents, arguing 
that the Albigenses cannot be acquitted 
of Manicheism. Others take a middle 
cburse, as Spanheim, and Basnage in his 
ecclesiastica! history, and more at large 
in the history of the reformed churches, 
in which he has inserted copious extracts 
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from the acts of the inquisition at Tou- 
louse. Both these writers allow that 
there were Manicheans and Arians a- 
mongst the Albigenses, who had come 
from the east into these and other west 
ern countries; but they maintain that 
much the greater number of them were 
pure, though confounded by the Roman 
writers. 

I should not however attempt to deny 
that there were Manicheans spread 
through these regions in considerable 
numbers, and that they were marked by 
the name of Albigenses,concerning which 
see Usher and Limborch in the places 
before cited. I also admit that in this 
and the following century, the Albigen- 
ses and Waldenses were currently so 
distinguished, as that the former were 
considered to have, if not the grosser, 
yet a more subtle form of Manicheism, 
so far at least as to speak of the devil as 
another God of this world; they also es- 
teemed the flesh as the seat of sin, so as 
to abstain from all commerce with it, as 
[ have before shewn, and as Limborch 
proves. But I have not the least doubt 
that those who were truly Waldenses 
were also called Albigenses; for example, 
Peter de Vaux-Cernai says, ‘that all the 
heretics of Narbonne Gaul were called 
Albigenses, and the least guilty amongst 
these were the Waldenses.? William 
de Podiv Laurentii, in the chronicles of 
the Albigences, distinguishes them as 
Arians, Manicheans, and Waldenses; 
which Benedict proves in his history of 
the Albigenses,from an e)istle of the king 
of Aragon. Bertrand also, a lawyer of 
Toulouse, in bis book de Gestis Tolosa- 
norum, clears from Manicheism the count 
of ‘Toulouse, the patron of the Albigen- 
ses.* Finally, since the Albigenses, both 
of the pure and those of a Manichean 
faith, had this in common, that they ar- 
dently opposed the external rights of the 
church, the dominion of the church, and 
the papal see, it couid scarcely be other- 
wise, but that they should all be included 
aS Manicheans without distinction, in 
order to afford a better pretext for per- 
secution, and that they might be exposed 
to universal odium; as history indeed has 
exhibited to the eyes of all ages, our own 
not excepted, that it was against such 
heretics alone that these deeds were per- 
petrated. 

These heretics were condemned at a 
council held at Lombez in Gascony un- 
der the bishop of ‘Toulouse in 1175, by 





* See Usher, De Success. Eccles. &, ¢. x, 





also Basnage in loc. cit. 
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the name of Good Men, to whom theljany oath as it was forbidden by both. 
following errors are imputed. 1, ThatSee Hoveden, Annal. p. 2, who improp- 
the Old ‘Testament was of no authority..erly stigmatises them as Arians. At 
2. That a confession offaith was not ne-|this council they were condemned ard 
cessary. 3, That infants are not savedexpelled. ‘The same was done in a sy- 
by baptism, 4. That the eucharist may nod at Toulouse, 1178, under the presi- 
be consecrated by Laymen. 5. Thatidency ofa legate of the holy see, as the 
matrimony was unlawful and not con-same Hoveden testifies. ‘They were also 
sistent with salvation. 6. That the priests proscribed by the third council of Lateran 
have not alone received the power ofjin 1179,as we have related in the history 
binding and loosing. But at the sameof Alexander III, which sentence was con- 
time there is extant, inserted in the acts, firmed by Lucius ILI, as related by Ber- 
a confession of their faith, directly oppo-inard Abbot of Clair-Vaux in the preface 
sed to these errors, to whgch they add(to a treatise against this heresy,who adds 
that they are ready to acknowledge what-|that they were summoned by Bernard 
ever can be shewn to them, from the to a disputation at Narbonne, after which 
Gospels and writings of the apostles, wo\they were condemned. 

their conviction;but they refused to take! 








ADDRESS OF THE PROTESTANT ASSOCIATION OF 
BALTIMORE, 





The Protestant Association of Balti- 
more, influenced by a proper regard for 
public opinion, wish to make known the 
reasons and motives which have inducea 
the individuals constituting the society 
to form such an institution, and also to 
state, distinctly, the purposes they hope 
to accomplish by their organization.— 
They have nothing to conceal or dis- 
guise. Conscious of aiming only to 
glorify God and promote the welfare of 
their fellow men, they hope the explicit 
avowal of their designs will be accredit- 
ed, and leave no room for mistake or 
conjecture. 

In the first place, then, they distinctly 
disavow any intention to persecute any 
man on account of his religious opinions. 
They believe every human being to be 
undergoing an intellectual and moral 
probation before God, and that every 
one is individually responsible to the 
searcher of hearts only, for his opinions, 
unless they are carried out into acts 
which disturb the peace and order of so- 
ciety. They would not, therefore, if they 
had the power, withhold or abridge a 
single political or social privilege now 
enjoyed by the members of the Church 
of Rome in this country, in commen 
with their Protestant fellow citizens.— 
Much less would they wish to abate, or 
in any wise disturb the social and friend- 
ly reciprocation of courtesy and kindness 
which ought to subsist among members 
of the same political community without 
regard to sect or party. We profess to 
take the Bible for our standard, both in 
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doctrine and practice, and the Bible 
teaches us that the sum and substance of 
all christian duty consists in the exercise 
of Jove to God and our neighbour. 

Having thus stated what we do not 
intend to do; we proceed with the same 
frankness to disclose what we do pro- 
pose to effect by the association. 

And first, we have been convinced, 
both by reason and observation, that the | 
peculiar doctrines and discipline of the | 
Church of Rome are hostile and danger-_ 
ous to civil and religious liberty. That | 
a belief in many of the fundamental’ 
dogmas of that Church, necessarily im-| 
poses an implicit submission to priestly! 
domination, which is incompatible with) 
the due exercise of either civil or religi 
ous rights by the laity. ¥ ‘The effects we 
attribute to Romish doctrines might he 
anticipated as the natura! consequences 
of their influence over any individual or 
any community that adopted them, had 
not experience confirmed the opinion; 
but we are not left to speculation on this 
subject. The whole history of the | 
Church sustains the position, that a free 
government never did and never can be’ 
originated by, or perpetuated among, a’ 
people professing the faith of the Church! 
of Rome. 

We are aware that the political in- 
fluence of the priesthood is denied and 
honestly disbelieved by many Romanists. 
Many of them publiciy renounce the au- 
thority of the Pope in all civil affairs:’but 
they admit, at the same time, that if the 





priesthood shoula deny them the offices 
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which they aione can rightfully adminis- 
|ter, it is impossible for them to be saved; 
and that the salvation of their infant 
children depends, not only on the admi- 
nistration of the sacrament of baptism, 
but upon the secret intention of the 
|priest whe administers it. It is there- 
fore of gray consequence what abstract 
opinions a Romanist holds with respect 
to the civil authority of the Pope. He 
_ who believes his final destiny to depend 
_ upon the good will of his priest will not 
be easily persuaded to disoblige him in 
matters of less consequence. Indeed 
history has abundantly shown, that 
wherever the superstitions of the Ro- 
mish Church have obtained universal 
credence amongst the people of any 
country, they have as implicitly obeyed 
the priesthood in civil as in religious 
concerns. 

We would not be understood to mean 
that all the members of the Romish 
Church in this country are now prepar- 
ed to admit the civil supremacy of the 
Pope. On the contrary, we believe that 
few of the laity either accord it now or 
expect to be called upon to do so at any 
future period. The time even to incul- 
cate the principle has not yet arrived; 
but we have a right to reason from ex- 
perience—-to anticipate from a retro- 
spect of the past, what will, under simi- 
lar circumstances, take place in future; 
and we accordingly infer, that if ever 
the doctrines of popery should obtain a 
sufficient influence over the people of 
this country, the civil as well as the ec- 
clesiastical supremacy of the Pope will 
not only be earnestly inculcated but suc- 

_ cessfully imposed. 

But, it may be asked, is there any 
danger of popery obtaining the supre- 
macy in the United States? Does not 
the present numerical! superiority of the 
Protestants guarrantee us against such 
a calamity? To those questions we 
have only to reply, that mere numbers, 
without union, system or organization, 
never have effectually resisted when as— 
sailed by adversaries who aeted in con- 
cert, and upon plans matured by skill, 
and perseveringly prosecuted. ‘That 
the Romanists have skill and cunning to 
contrive the necessary plans of operation 
will not be denied; and that they act in 
concert to establish the universal domi- 
nation of their Cburch cannot be con- 
troverted, if we allow them to be honest 
in the opinion, that out of their pale 
there is no salvation. These things 
being premised, we apprehend that there 
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are many circumstances which come in 
aid of the Romanists in their design of 
proselyting the people of this Republic. 
We cannot go into a detail of all these 
circumstances, within the limits which 
this address prescribes, but we may 
glance at those which are the most pro- 
minent:—and 

First. There has been a prevalent 
disposition to commit the education of 
Protestant children to the several orders 
of the Romish priesthood, while the 


an advantage in respect to the price of 
tuition, which nothing. but a combined 
effort of all the Protestant denominations 
can possibly counteract. ‘These diffe— 
rent orders of priests acting under the 
absolute authority of their superiors re- 
siding in Europe, and actuated by a 
unity of purpose and a common zeal to 
monopolize the education of our youths, 
and thus eflect the purposes of the Ro- 
mish hierarchy, are spreading themselves 
through the length and breadth of this 
land, and aided by the patronage of 
Protestants, are establishing schools in 
every section of the country. We deem 
it our duty to arouse supine Protestants 
to the danSer of committing their chil- 
dren to the instruction of men whose 
business it is to teach them a supersution 
which we believe not only to be untrue, 
but in the last degree dangerous to thew 
present and eternal interests, And that 
nothing may be wanting in their syste- 
matic efforts to monopolize education 
under circumstances most favourable to 
the dissemination of popish doctrines, 
nunneries are multiplying around us, 
immured within whose walls our daugh- 
ters are to learn the intolerant dogmas 
and practice the superstitions and idola- 
trous ceremonies of the Church of 
Rome. 

Secondly. This effort of the Romish 
priesthood we have reason to believe is 
aided by the secret support of the de- 
sputic gevernment of Europe, who look 
upon this country as the nursery of those 
liberal political principles which have 
shaken their thrones to their foundation, 
and who have no hope of destroying 
our civil institutions, but by assisting the 
Roman Church in the design of substi- 


the the accomplishment of this purpose 
money, to an immense amount, is be- 
lieved to be transmitted from Europe to 
the different orders of the Romish priest- 
heod in the United States, but princi- 





pally tothe Jesuits. 


celibacy of their clergy has given them 


tuting popery for Protestantism. For: 
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Thirdly. The perennial tide of emi-|be there surrendered, and our 
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gration brings to our country an annual|system of government, like the brilliant 


augmentation to the already numerous 
body of Romanists, both lay and clerical, 
with all their superstitious devotion and 
implicit submission to a foreign Hierar- 
chy, which does not lack either the will 
or the means to mould them to her pur- 
pose—a purpose which is never lost 
sight of for a moment, and which, if we 
do not awake to our danger, she will 
accomplish “peaceably if she can—for- 
cibly if she must.” 

It is true that many Protestants also 
emigrate to the United States, but when 
it is considered that the Romish popu- 
lation of Europe is as ten to one to that 
of the Protestants, and that the Roman- 
ists include, in their numbers, a great 
proportion of the poorest and most de- 
graded inhabitants of the old world, it 
will be readily seen that the supplies by 
emigration to the Romish Church in this 
country will exceed that of the different 
Protestant denominations to a fearful 
extent. 


corruscations of the Aurora Borealis,will 
have enlightened the world for a moment 
to suddenly disappear in impenetrable 
and hopeless darkness. 

Our abject then is to resist the en- 
croachments of the Church of Rome’ 
by open,manly and temperate?measures. 

o use all suitable means to enlighten 
the public mind in regard to the nature 
and tendency of popery, and to suggest 


purposes, and which may at the samé 
time be consistent with our obhgations 
as christians and as citizens. What 
those measures may be we are not now 
nrepared to say; because they must 
necessarily be the subject of careful and 


community will be the leading object, 





force by the Romish hierarchy,aided by 
the despotic powers of Europe, is, by 
many, derided as visionary, and unless 
we become greatly divided amongst 
ourselves, it may be so: but if we remain 
as we have been, utterly indifferent to 
the plans and purposes of the Jesuits, 
the time is not far distant when we shall! 
not oppose the united and intimidating 
front to European aggression which we 
new do; but may offer a tempting prize 
both to ecclesiastical and political ambi- 
tion. 


This has been thought impossible, be- 


cause England—Protestant England, is| 


mistress of the seas: but let it be re- 
membered, that the same efforts are 
making in England to subvert Protes- 
tantism as are in progress in the United 
States, and, we fear, with a still greater 
prospect of success. England, with all 
her political superiority over other Euro- 
pean nations, nevertheless is staggering 
under the weight of an Hierarchy of 
her own, and is thereby greatly crippled 
in her effort to unite the Protestant de 
nominations against O’Connell and _ his 


Romanist auxiliaries. The last trench|40ne, we shall have 


association. 
ly promise that we will not intentional- 
ly do evil that good may come of it; but 
we will not be restrained by that spuri- 
ous charity which deems all religious 
opinions as indifferent and considers it a 
violation of social duty either to press 
our own opinions with earnestness, or to 
doubt the orthodoxy of the opinion of 


that popery is a system at once false and 
dangerous, and use all fair and honour- 
able means to impress the same opinion 
on the community. 

If there are Protestants who can look 
upon the facts to which we have adverted 
without feeling any apprehension of dane 
ger, or being influenced by the reasons 
and motives we have assigned, for a 
united effort to stay the march of popery 
to universal domination, we shall lament 
their indifference, but they must pardon 
us if we do not partake of it. The people 
must be apprized of their danger at all 
hazards, whatever cost or sacrifices 
may be incurred by the measures neces- 
sary to accomplish it. When this is 
rformed our duty, 





of liberty and Protestantism may be|@0d the result must be left to the inscru- 
found in the United States, and if wejtable dispensations of an overruling 
do not now prepare for the contest, may} Providence. 


orious | 


We may as christians safe- 
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such measures as may be best adapted — 
to stay its progress and prevent the ac- 
complishment of its present and ultimate | 


prayerful del’beration. The general dif- 
fusion of information throughout the 


—™ .<-~ 


but by what means this may be best 
accomplished is yet to be ascertained by | 
We know that an ultimate resort ss concentrated intelligence of the 


others. We shall act on the assurance 
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TO THE ARCHBISHOP AND PRIESTS OF BALTIMORE. 


The Most Rev’d. Samuel Eccleston, D. D. | Rev Lewis De Barth, 
Rev. Edward Damphoux, D. D. Rev. John Gildea, 





Rev. Peter Schreiber, Very Rev. Lewis Deluol, D. D. President of 
Rev. C. J. White, St. Mary’s Seminary, with the associated 
Rev. Nicholas Kerny, professors, &c. 

GenTLEMEN:— 


It will not be amiss, as we present to our subscribers and the public, the last 
number of our Magazine for this year, to bring in brief review, the state of the 
controversy between Protestants and Papists, ast has existed in this city. 

I. The Popish Priests of this city have endeavoured to produce the impression 
that they were averse to controversy; that they never interfered with the doctrines 
or worship of Protestants; and that they are an innocent, unoffending and even 
injured class of men, As to their indisposition towards controversy, we would ask 
what has been the character of the books issued from the press in this city by 
Papists for many years past? Are not four-fifths of them controversial? Are they 
not full of all manner of abuse of men whom Protestants respect? Are they not 
directed against the doctrines of all Evangelical Protestants? In the year 1826, 
when an edition of Blanco White’s Internal Evidence of Catholicism was recom- 
mended by some of the Protestant clergy; did not a Priest appear, ina pam- 
phlet of 48 pages, (published by Fielding Lueas junr.) addressed to the flocks 
of the reverend approvers of that Book? Bejore that book appeared scarcely 
any notice had ever been taken by Protestants of many works that were pub- 
lished in abuse of the Protestant Faith and especially of the Reformation. 

II. For the year past theconductors of this journal have been from time to 
time, presenting to the public, acts of the most detestable character, committed 
by some of the men who have been the leaders and guides among your people. 

he only reply to which has been,the Archbishop will not condescend to notice them. 
And yet the Archbishop and his clergy will countenance works which would 
cause a direct controversy with Protestants! The Doctrines and Practices of 
the Priesthood have been the subject of animadversion, at different times, and yet 
these very men who had _ been so zealous, have not opened their mouths. ‘The 
proof that Mr. Smith had forged a will and robbed a widow and her children was 
mage by us. ‘The whole Priesthood were silent. ‘The shameful case of 

r. De Barth, and the poor girl that had the night-mare,—you have passed over 
in most ‘‘expressive silence:”—while the participation of Dr. Deivot and Sister 
Clotilda, in the crue] case of Mary Little, remains unexplained. 

Time after time have we called on you; gentlemen,to explain a portentious oc- 
currence which took place in the Carmelite Convent.—Information has been 
sought in relation (} the doctrines of your church; information that as wise and 
honest men you would have been interested in giving, if it could have conduced 
to the benefit of your church. Thus after years of triumph and activity on your 
part, how is it that you suddenly become dumb, at the very instant that your 
whole belief, as Priests, peculiarly required defence, and your whole conduct, as 
men imperiously demanded explanation? 

III. Gentlemen, we pray yeu to accept our salutations, as we close this part 
of our labours for the present year, and to assure yourselves of the delight with 
which we should hail the return of your ancient courage, and confidence in your 
cause. The first wish of our hearts for you is, your conversion from your foolish 
and wicked superstition, to the true God and eternal life. The next is, that, if 
you must needs abide in your present belief and practices, you should have suffi- 
cient readers gor regard for public opinion, interest for the destiny of our people, 
and of your Lord, the Pope to support you in an open, manly, and fair investi- 
gation of your system. pleased to consider us ever ready to afford you that 
opportunity, and as pledged, with the help of God, to prove that the Roman 

hurch is not the church of Jesus Christ; that she is the anti-Christ of the 
Scriptures; that she is an enemy to the Bible; to humane liberty and to republi- 
canism and that the conscientious adherence to and practice of her doctrines, is 
not only dangerous, but is destructive of al] purity of life, all peace of conscience, 


all present freedom, and all future hope.— 
THE CONDUCTORS. 


END OF VOLUME I. 



































